tos 88 Venennas 
HIiXRHUS' by. © "$7 
RNopnur s, 

Tonouns of the Liver, 

and the Breaſt. 


mx 
- 
: 
CC. 


1 * 4 | 


* 


Ser 
— 


prevent it, : 


* Al. A. 


LzpROsY, -/ 


| 
SCIATICA, 


1 


A $ancoctti > 


ST 


4 


LLOST 


ihne 
DAVOY. 


— 
ren C 


- 


7 


n . 


Corn: Wha ; 
Volumes. 1 8 


male Cs 325 under 


be bel the 


SMatii-Pox : And how tos 8 


pus ru xs of the Fee, 


Ii PIMPLES in the Face. 


Ce tas De 


a 
EST, 


24 2 


4 


E. 


To the King of Sardinia. 
SIRE, a 


H AVING had the Honour to ſerve Your Majeſty. 

about forty Years together in the Duality of Sur- 
geon-Major of Your Majeſty's Hoſpitals of War ; and 
having ſince that Time had the further Honour to be fir/t 
Surgeon to Your Royal Mother of Glorious Memory, a- 
bout twenty Years more, I thought myſelf obliged, in Ac- 
knowledgment of my Duty, to lay the Second Volume of my 
Hofpital Surgeon at Your Majeſty's Feet. 

Il hatever good Reception the former Volume has met 
with, This will ſtand in need of Your Majeſty's Pro- 
teftion, as it advances a new Syſtem, which notwith/land- 
ing its Uſefulneſs, will be ſure to meet with Opponents. 

But, SIRE, it has been admitted as a Maxim in all Ages, 
that the General ſhould be preferr'd to any Particular. Al- 
tho* Your Majeſty has honour d me with Your Suffrage, ib 
You have been convinced of the good Effects of my Mercury, 
and have even publiſh*d my Syſtem ; yet I leave it entirely to 
the World to receive, or rejeft it ; contenting myſelf with 
having obey'd Y our Majeſty's Commands in that which Cha- 
rityandtheIelfareof afflicted Patients ſeem' d to exact of me. 

I may be with Reaſon condemn'd for mobing out of my 
Sphere, but the prodigious Experience@Wich has fallen ta my 
Share, did in a Manner compel me to do ſo. 


* 


I coul, on this occaſion, no more bridle my Zeal for the Good 
of the Sick, than I could formerly for the Good of the Waunded.” 
My Method has had the Honour to meet with Your Ma- | 
jeſty's Approbation: Jou have ſeen the Succeſs of it on ſeveral u |} | 
4g Occaſious, and in Caſes of the bighæſt Importance; which Suc- - 
ceſs having ſurpaſs'd even my own Eæpectation, refuſe not, I 
— = eſeech You, SiRe, the Homage of my laſt Labiurs, which J 
er ts Your Majeſty, 

i& 9H, "Flour, with Your Royal Protection, an old Practitioner, 

f % who in ihe Tracts which make up this Collection, Mill conti- 
nuss todeliver to Mankind gentle and eaſy Methods, whereby 
they may be reſcued from many conſiderable Evils; and who © 

ęlaces the whole Glory of his Succeſs at Your. Feet, with the 
utmoſt Reverenceand Submiſſion, deſiring to live and die, 
SIRE, Your MajtsTyY's 
maoſt humble, moſt obedient, 

and moſt faithful Servant, 


BELLOSTE. 
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many Years together. To them I leave both it, and 
the Completion of my Promiſe, when they ſhall think 
it proper; for I would not have the Publick always re- 
main without this Advantage. 

Reflection and Experience compell'd me to fall into 
the Opinion of Magatus, with Regard to the Cure of 
Wounds ; and I believe moſt People might be brought 
over to the ſame Sentiments : Be it as it will, I ſhall 
have perform'd no little Matter, if I have been able to 
perſuade Mankind, that crude Mercury may be ad- 
miniſtred to great Advantage, without Danger or Fear; 
that this ſimple Metal, without Taſte and without 
Smell, may ſupply the Place of a whole Heap of diſ- 
guſtful Medicines, whoſe Effects are uncertain, and 
oftentimes uſeleſs and pernicious ; and that it preſerves 
the Body and Spirits in Health, and prolongs youthful 

igour. 

"Thoſe who may ſuſpect that I have exaggerated upon 
the Matter, in my Report of the Virtues of Mercury, 
may, if they pleaſe, give themſelves the Trouble of 
Reading the following Letters. | 

They were written by two famous Profeſſors of 
Phyſick: The firſt by M. Goffe, Doctor of Phyſick in 
the City of Chiere: And the reſt by M. Mancheti, 
Doctor of Phyſick, and Phyſician to his Eminence, 
the Cardinal Pico de la Mirandola; the one ſent from 
Boulogne, and the reſt from Rome, giving an Account 
of what this Remedy , perform'd upon this learned Phy- 


ſician, on his Brother, and on other Perſons to whom 


he gave it with good Succeſs. | 


Chiere, Auguſt 12, 1721. 


c I Should have done myſelf the Honour, Sir, to an- 
1 {wer your obliging Letter before now, but that I 
* was firſt deſirous of obſerving the Effect of the Pills 
* which you ſent for Me. Ja Comteſſe Buſquet ; I am 
* aſhamed that I have been ſo dilatory ; but I intend, by 
way of Recompence, to give you an Account of the 
happy Succeſs that attended your Medicine, which 
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ve adminiſtred according to your Inſtructions. 
II am to acquaint you then, in the firſt Place, that 
© the Lady is perfectly freed from the cruel Pains which 
© tormented her for above four Months. | 

We have made uſe of the Remedy about fifteen 
Pays; ſhe had not taken four Doſes before her Pains 
entirely left her; ſhe ſtirs herſelf freely, and that 
with the greater Pleaſure, as ſhe had been, ever 
© ſince ſhe was firſt 'confin'd to her Bed, obliged to 
© lay on her Back. 

After the ſeventh Doſe ſhe got out of Bed, and ſhe 
© now walks with Crutches. 

The Medicine purged her without the leaſt Pain, 
6 5 ſhe voided a prodigyous and amazing Quantity of 
© Water, by the Effect of theſe excellent Pills; at 
© which ſhe is ſo ſurpriz'd, and ſo well pleas'd, that 
© that ſhe is for continuing them on, notwithſtanding 
© the Heat of the Seaſon. 

< If you think well of it, I believe it would not be amiſs 
© to ſend her to Aquy, to compleat there what your ex- 
c cellent and admirable Remedy has ſo happily — 
£ Monſ. and Made. le Camteſſe, ſend you a thouſand 
< Compliments and Thanks, and pray you to preſent 
© their humble Duties to her Royal Highneſs. For 
my own Part, I am charm'd with this good Succeſs, 
© and beg you to believe me, &c. | 


This Letter was faithfully tranſlated from the Italian 
into French: The Lady found ſhe had no need to go 
to Aguy. 


The tranſlated Copy of a Letter written by M. 
Mancheti, Doctor of Phyfick, &c. to M. Ci- 
cognini, Counſellor and firſt Phyfician to her 
Royal Highneſs. 


STR | 
*J* you fancied that the Gout obliged me to walk | 
* 4 with a Stick, you were very much in the Right 
© put 
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but 1 am to inform you that I have felt nothing of it 
for five and thirty Days paſt: This I attribute to M. 
© Bellote's excellent Pills, which I took to my very 


great Satisfaction. 


One of my very particular Friends had a Fiftula in 
© Ano for fix Years together: It came of itſelf, and 
© open'd without Pain; it was externally about as big 
© as a Pea, and diſcharged itſelf at the Orifice. I gave 
© him the ſame Pills, and in a ſhort Time he found 
* himſelf perfectly cured. On this Account I have 
© order'd 48 Livres for three Ounces of it, which I 
© beg you to ſend me. If it is not here by next Sunday, 
I muſt entreat you, Sir, to give yourſelf the Trou- 
© ble to ſend it me to Rome. My Brother, I thank 
* God, is pretty well, though he has till ſome ſmall 
© Remains of his Palpitation, but not ſo much as to 


_ © incommode him. I was of Opinion that antypocon- 


© driac and chalybeat Medicines might be ſerviceable to 
© him; but, on the contrary, his Symptoms were ſo 
© much aggravated by their Ute, that he was forced to 
© lay them aſide. I ſuſpected a Sizineſs of the Fluids, 
© and that he might have ſome Polypus's ; which made 
© me fancy that M. Belloſte's Pills will be the only Re- 
© medy for him : I prevail'd upon him to take them, 
though the Seaſon was pretty cold, and he continued 
© ſo to do *till all his dangerous Symptoms left him: 
© His Belly is now reduced to its natural Size, and 
his Complexion is very good. I wrote to M. Bel- 


ite, whom I entreat you to ſalute in my Name.“ 
1 am Sir, &c. 


MAaNnCHETT. 


A Letter ſent me by M. Mancheti, of the gib of 


October 1723. 


6 HE very worthy and celebrated M. Cicognini 
6 has given me, Sir, ſuch Aſſurance of Jour | 
| e 
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© Goodneſs, that I preſume to offer you theſe Lines in 
1 un of the Obligations and Thanks which 


both my Brother and myſelf owe you, although we 
© have not the Honour to be known to you: We 
© have experienced, each of us, an equal Effect and 
Benefit from your wonderful and moſt excellent Pills; 
© the Price and Value of which cannot be confin'd to 
© a Louis d'Or a Grain, if we regard their Qualitics. 
© Yet I ſhould be glad, Sir, if, for the Benefit of Man- 
© kind, you could a little moderate the Price of them. 
© I have wrote to M. Cicognini, who will take Care of 
© the Quantity you ſhall think fit to ſend me; and 1 
© entreat you to ſend Directions along with them, and 
© to let me know in what Diſeaſes they may be given, 
© and how long they will keep. We ſhall ſet out the 
© End of this Month for Rome with his Eminence: I 
© ſhall always be ſure to retain a due Value and Eſteem 
© for you, and a Readineſs to ſerve you: At preſent I 
© intreat you to believe me, &c. 


 MaxcuEerTi. 


An Extraft from another Letter of the ſame M. 
Mancheti, of the 14th of January 1724, from 
Rome, 70 his good Friend M. Cicognini. 


c I Muſt acquaint Er dear Sir, that ſome Days 
© 4 ſince I felt a freſh Attack of the Gout ; my Legs 
being ſomewhat ſtiff, and my Feet in Pain, which 
was more than I had felt for four Months before. I 
© took forthwith a double Doſe of M. Bellaſte's Pills, 
* which is a whole Dram; and to my great Surprize, 
the Operation of the Medicine was not over, before 
all my Symptoms were gone. I. cannot give too 
gꝑgrœat a Character, either of the Remedy, or its Au- 
thor, whom I beg you to falute in my Name; I 
« thould be heartily glad, could I be of any Service to 
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7 H E great Reputation that my Father Auguſtin 

Belloſte got by his Mercurial Pills, having ad- 
miniſtred them to Perſons of the greateſt Rank, and in 
Hoſpitals in ſeveral Countries, with ſurpriſing Suc- 
ceſs, and having them univerſally recommended by 
the beſt of Phyſicians, as a certain Cure for many 
Diſeaſes; I ſay the great Reputation of theſe Pills, 


1 am informed, has tempted many Perſons to counter- 
feit them, and to impoſe their Compoſitions upon the 


Publick under the Name of Belloſte, to the great 
Prejudice of my Father's Character, and to the In- 


jury of the Publick; by making them take a Medi- 


cine, that cannot anſwer the Intentions of Belloſte*s 
Pills. | | | 
1 have received from London a Box of Pills fold 


by the Name of Belloſte's Pills at the B——8, 


P P—t in G—t P y 8 t, and with a 
Book call'd an Analyſis of Belloſte's Pills, given 
with every Box of thoſe Pills; by examining of 
which, I have diſcovered the greateſt Impoſition that 
can be, which has induced me to ſend 2 Parcel 
of my Father's Pills to my Friend in London, and 
ring him alſo to Reprint the ſecond Volume of 
Bcllolte's Hoſpital Surgeon, in which he gives an 
Acccunt 


r To the READER. 


Account of his Pills, and by theſe Means ] hope to 


Reſtore the Credit of my Father's Medicine in Eng- 


land. 

Auguſtin Belloſte in his Life Time was very 
tenacious of this Secret, and always prepared the 
Pills himſelf ; and though he manyT Times might have 


had a large Reward for diſcovering the Recipe, 
yet he never wou'd, becauſe be intended to retain 


the Secret in his own Family; + how then can 
any Perſon in England pretend to make theſe Pills, 


fince they muſt be intirely ignorant of the Secret? 


Therefore all Pills that are fold under the Name 
of Belloſte, are Counterfeits, excepting thoſe that I 
have ſent to England ſealed with our Seal, which 


by my Permiſſion are ſold vnly by J. Newbery, at 


the Bible and Sun in St. Paul's Church-Yard. 

1 have but one thing more to obſerve about the 
Book an Analyſis (before mention'd) that it ſays, that 
Belloſte*s Pills cure Conſumptions, Hypochon- 


driac Diſeaſe, or Melancholy, old Stoppages of 


Courſes, Spilling of Milk after Delivery, Looſe- 
neſſes, and Difenteries, and which, if compared with 
the Hoſpital Surgeon, the Publick will be convinced 
is intirely falſe ; and that as my Father knew they 
were not a Cure for thoſe Diſeaſes, ſo he never 
pretended they were. But ſuch Perſons as ſhall 
take the Pills I have ſent to England, will ex- 
tence them to be a certain Cure for the Diſtem- 
pers ſet down in the Contents, with the ſame Suc- 
ceſs that they have done for theſe fixly Years paſt. 
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Of Mercury. 


MA well enough be excuſed the 
Ceremony of a Preface to the fol- 
YZ lowing Pieces, ſince my Reader 
will ſoon perceive them to be the 
Reſult of a long Practice and Expe-' 
y rience, join'd with a ſedulous Ap- 
E plication. It may not, however, 
| . be amiſs to acquaint thoſe who have 

not read my former Work, which was firſt printed in 
1695, that this has a Connexion with it; and may be 
eſteemed an additional Advantage thereto, as it ſerves 
to perfect and compleat it; tho* without ſuch Aſſiſtance 
it has already met with an univerſal Approbation, hav- 


ing been render'd into all the Languages of Europe. 
5 t 


ſhould be obſerv'd likewiſe, that the Italian Fran- 


ſlation of the very famous M. Sancaſany, Counſellor and 


firſt Phyſician to his Highneſs the Duke de Gua/tale, 


has brought over ſome Perſons who were obſtinately 
3 tenacious of old Maxims, and had written profeſiedly 


againſt this new Method. 
Surgery owes them this Obligation ; that their Ob- 
ſcurity has thrown a new Light on my Imagination, 


54. B | and 


2 The Hofvithl Surgeon. 

and has, as it were, compell'd me to produce ſuch 

Reaſons and Proofs, as may make ſome Progreſs in the 
"ps our Art; and on this Motive I. reſum'd my 

den. I think 'm bound to ward off the indirect At- 
tacks made on my zealous Tranſlator, by anſwerin 
all Doubts and Objections, and by oppoſing the falſe 
Maxims of Antiquity with Reaſon and actual Experi- 
ence, 
In the Affair of this Diſpute, I was not a little ſur- 
priz'd to ſee my Letters tranſlated and printed, by the 
Care of my ſagacious Tranſlator, notwithſtanding the 
harſh, laconic, obſcure and inartificial Style in which 
they were written. 

However they happened to be well received by many 
very excellent Profeſſors, of which there is an abundance 
in Italy. My Tranſlator has ſeveral Pieces in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, of which I never took a Copy; and in this Col- 
lection there are ſome already printed in Italian, which 
I have review'd, amended, and made ſome Additions 
to; but as the Italian Tongue is not much in uſe in 
France, I choſe to publiſh them here, in the fame Lan- 
guage with my former Work,  _ | 

I ſhould obſerve Bkewiſe, that I had the good Fortune, 
of my own accord, to fall in with the Opinion of the 
famous Ce/ar Magati, and afterwards to raife him up 
out of the Obſcurity in which he had remain'd for more 
than a whole Century together. 

This is a ſort of Miracle wrought by wy former 
Work. "The Reader will meet with other Miracles f 
Art in this :: Eyes entirely loft, reſtor'd by one fingle * 
Operation, and a Number of exquiſite and mortal Caſes, 
according to a wrong way of Treatment, conquer'd by- | 
gentle and ſpeedy Methods. Theſe will appear upon a > 
Peruſal of this Work; and a faithful Practice will 
evince the Truth of them. The Reſuſcitation of Ma- 
gatus is owing to Chance: The happy Succeſs of our 
Operation in Diſeaſes of the Eyes, is no Invention of 
mine; I have,only had the Advantage of ſetting it forth F | 
on ſeveral Occaſions, having never met but with one | 


Perſon in all my Life who put it in practice before me. 
Mer- JF * 
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Mercury, whoſe, Virtues I here publiſh, is a Miracle 
of Nature, and the greateſt Gift of Providence in the 
whole Materia medica. | 
Chance has let me into a greater Knowledge of it, 
than all I could collect from thoſe who have uſed it, or 
wrote of it. | | 4 

I am ready to acknowledge, it was not in conſequence 
of any Reaſoning, that I firſt enter*d upon the Uſe of it; 
however, the Succeſs I met with from its Adminiſtration 
emboldened me to ſtick to it, and to add Authority to 
one Experience, by another ; my future Employs gave 
me frequent and favourable Opportunities of trying its 
Efficacy in many chronical and inveterate Caſes, which 
were eſteem'd incurable, yet they entirely gave way to 
crude Mercury. I have found out a Method to prevent 
it from ſubliming, tho' without ſuch a Reſtraint, I 
cannot be of Opinion that the Heat of our Bodies is 
ſufficient to ſublime it. I have mix'd it with gentle 
Purgatives, which determine one Part of its Action by 
Stool ; another Part of it communicates itſelf to the 
Blood, mixes with the Lymph in Circulation, without 
loſing its globular Figure, and never leaves it till it has 
render'd it capable of penetrating every where by its 
Subtilty and Fluidity, and of nouriſhing all Parts by 
means of its balſamic Particles, which it re- inſtates in 
their natural Condition, when they are deprav'd and 
alter d, and removes all Obſtacles that may impede its 
Progreſs. It is a profeſs'd Enemy to every Thing he- 
terogeneous, vitiating, or malignant : As I became ac- 
quainted with its Virtues thro' a long and conſtant Uſe 
of it, I have not been very anxious about conſulting the 
Authors who had written of it, having perus'd but a few 
of them: I know that ſome extol it, as Mr. Lemery, 
and others. | 

Avicen ſays, that ſome People drink it without any ill 


! Conſequence, and orders it for Children in Scald-heads. 
| Planiſcampus attributes more excellent Qualities to Mer- 


cury than to Guaiacum. MHarianus Sanctus directs four 
Pounds of it to be taken in the Iliac Paſſion. Antonius 
Muſa, and Meſu recommend it for Worms and the 

B 2 Itch. 
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Itch. Mr. Le Duc, a Phyſician, who made a Voyage 
to the Levant, tells us, that the Women of Smyrna 
frequently ſwallow two Drams of it at a Time to make 
them conceive : He laughs at thoſe who think it a Poi- 
ſon ; for, ſays he, the Workers in Quickſilver Mines 
have got a Trick of ſwallowing ſome Pounds of it, juft 
as they are leaving off Work; which as ſoon as _ 

et home they difcharge and ſell. To prevent whic 

oguery, tis uſual to ſhut them up for ſome Hours af- 
ter they have done work, and fo they'll be conſtrained 
to let go what they have ſwallowed. | 

Some look upon it to be hot, and others cold ; how- 
ever, if it ſoftens the Blood, if it mitigates the moſt 
exquiſite Pains, and appeafes the Tumult of the Spirits 
in the Volvulus, and in many other Diſorders ; if it diſ- 
poſes Perſons to grow Fat, as without doubt it does; 
theſe Confiderations put together, make it more pro- 
bable that *tis cold than hot, at leaſt that tis of a Tem- 
per between both. 

But be it hot or cold, *tis its Effects that I have re- 
gard to, and not its Qualities. Let it be extoll'd or 
condemn'd, its Goodneſs will be ftill the ſame: *Tis 
Matter of Fact that no one Thing in Nature is capable 
of producing fo ſalutary and ſurprizing Effects in almoſt 
all Diſorders ; notwithſtanding many take upon them 
to run it down: *Tis indeed a good Medicine, cries one, 
but then *tis dangerous: This is giving it a good and a 
bad Character in a Breath, and thereby making way for 
Fears and Doubts, and depriving a Number of afflicted 
Perſons of the ſpeedy Help they might obtain from its 
Uſe, till they have languiſh'd out their Lives under a 
Load of Diſeaſes and fruitleſs Remedies. | 
q Experience being the ſtrongeſt of all Proofs, I thought 
5 it might not be improper to relate ſome Cures performd 
| at different Times, on different Subjects, and in differ- 
1 ent Diſorders. Were I to publiſh all thoſe which 1 
We | have performed in the Space of the three and forty Years 7 
4 that I have made uſe of Mercury, a very large Volume 
18 would hardly contain them. 10 this Treatiſe I have 


taken the ſame Method as in my former Work, where 
at »; 
= 
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at the End of the Cure of each Wound, I have annexed 
an Obſeryation by way of Reflection; and in this I 
have likewiſe ſubjoin'd a kind of Rationale to eve 
Experience, in order to explain the mechanical Idea 
which I had of this Remedy. 

In the Year 1681, being at Turin, a young Abbe 
inform'd me, that after an impure Commerce, he had 
been attack'd with ſome venereal Complaints, which 
were taken but bad Care of ; that ſome Months after 
he was afflicted with nocturnal Pains in diverſe Parts 
of his Body, together with an Ulcer in his Noſe, which 
he ſhew'd me. He told me that the Poſture of his 
Affairs, and the Seaſon of the Year, would not permit 
him to enter upon a ſtrict Courſe of Medicine; and 
that it was of the higheſt Conſequence that his Diſorder 
ſhould be kept in 3 deſiring me to contrive 
him ſomething which might for the preſent hinder its 
further Progreſs, and in the Spring he ſaid he would 
go to Paris for the Conveniency of purſuing his Cure. 

I had at that Time but a ſuperficial Knowledge of 
Mercury ; ſo I made him up, according to my uſual 
Manner, a Maſs of purging Pills, and order'd him to 
take a ſingle Pill every other Night going to Bed, 

He had not taken them above five Times, before he 
told me his Pains were diminiſh'd, and his Ulcer be- 
come much better. And after eleven or twelve Doſes, 
he found himſelf entirely cur'd, to his own Surprize as 
well as mine, who imagin'd that I was all this while 
adminiſtring no more than a palliative Remedy. | 

I advis'd him however to continye his Medicine for 
ſome little Time longer, for Security's ſake ; and *tis 
very certain that he never afterwards felt the leaſt 
Symptom of the Diſorder. 

If we conſider, that Mercury is the only Remedy 
capable of deſtroying the venereal Virulence, it will be 


no ways ſurprizing that it wrought this Effect in the 
| preſent Caſe. 


But it ſeems not eaſily to be accounted 

for, how it ſhould act in ſo ſalutary a Manner, with- 

out giving the Patient the leaſt Inconvenience or Con- 

flict; he having never, WOO the whole Courſe i 
| 3 
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his Cure, been interrupted in his Sleep, or Diet, nor 
was he confin'd to his Bed or Chamber, or any ways 
alter'd his uſual Way of Living, ſo as to give any 
one the leaſt Suſpicion that he was under a Courſe of 
Phyſick. | | 

[his was the firſt Cure I ever perform'd in ſuch a 
Manner, being at that Time Surgeon Major of the 
Hoſpital' of Briangon, where I adminiſtred the ſame 
1 to a great many Perſons, with the ſame Suc- 
ceſs. In the Vear 1694, Mr. le Mareſchal de Catinat 
ſent me ſeveral ſubaltern Officers to Oulx, who were 
attack'd with the ſame Maladies: "They took no other 
Remedy, and return'd to the Army in ſix Weeks, fat, 
briſk, and ſound, without farther Trouble. I omit a 


; | Relation of the Particulars, for the Sake of avoiding 
£0 an offenſive Prolixity, and ſhall only give an Inftance 
[- } of a Cure of each Kind, unleſs ſome extraordinary Cir- 
N cumſtances induce me to the contrary. 


" In the following Year 1682, Mr. le Comte de St. 
T { George, Gentleman of the Horſe to her Royal Highneſs, 
[9 and a Captain in the Guards, deſit'd me to viſit the 
{4 Corporal of his Company, who fot 'two Years had a 
i ſchirrhous "Tumour, at that Time as big as one's Head, 
. which cover'd his right Thigh, ſo that he was forc'd to 
oa walk very incommodiouſly with a Pair of Crutches : 
1 The moſt noted Surgeons in Turin had order'd him 
if many Remedies without Succeſs: I was reſolved to 
try what Mercury would do with him, and having 
continu'd it in the Manner afore-mention'd for eighteen 
or twenty Days, the "Tumour ſoftned, and came to 
Suppuration. I opened it, and there iſſued from it 
ſeven or eight Pints of Pus and Lymph, and in a 
Month he was perfectly curcd, laid aſide his Crutches, 
and walk'd at Liberty. 
This ſecond Cure gave me a high Eſteem for theReme- 
dy, but my Removal to another Station ſoon afterwards, 
debarr'd me of frequent Opportunities of applying it 
as I wiſh'd. Beſides, my Age had not as yet advanc'd | 
me to a requiſite Degree of Credit for acting as I 


thought , 
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thought proper, ſo that I was forc'd to wait a more 
favourable Seaſon. f Sb | 

In the Year 1687, being Surgeon Major of the 
Hoſpital of Luſerne, I made uſe of it with Succeſs in 


ſeveral hard and fchirrhous 'Fumours. I found that 
thoſe which were but of a moderate Stze, and of no 
very long Duration, would be diffipated without ſup- 
purating; and that the large and old ones would come 
to Suppuration. This made me of Opinion, that not- 
withſtanding their Hardneſs, Age, and Inſenſibility, 
yet they were not intirely without a Communication 
with the Fluids. h 

To give a mechanical Explanation of the Effe & 
which Mercury is able to produce in theſe *Fumours, it 
muſt be conſidered that the Matter which forms Schir- 
rhus*s and other Tumours that are owing to Congeſtion, 
as well as Obſtructions in all other Parts of the Body, 
cannot put itſelf in Motion, when it is once accumu- 
lated and ſtopp'd : Notwithſtanding the Springineſs of 
the Parts, there is an abſolute Need of ſomething, to 
ſhock, ſubtiliſe, render it fluid, and diſunite it. 

To anſwer theſe Purpoſes,. the Fluids which circu- 
late in Tumours, as likewiſe in all Parts of the Body, 
muſt be put into a rapid Motion, ſufficient to diſcon- 
cert, looſen, and remove that which before was fix'd 
and motionleſs. *Tis Mercury alone that is complete 
in theſe Indications, as it unites itſelf with the Lymph, 
N its Motion, and accompanies it through all 

arts. | 
. Theſe little Globules, divifible to Infinity, roll along 
with it inſeparably : The Rotundity of their Figure 
make them fit to combat the Obſtacles they meet with 
in their Way, without any Fear of their being ſtopp'd, 
withheld or entangled: They ſlide upon, ftrike, rub, and 
ſet in Motion the Particles of the Matters which were 


united, glued together, connected and coagulated, in 
the Parts, or in the Glands, contrary to the Laws of 
Nature: They render them fluid, reduce them to Pus, 


or carry them away with themſelves, to eliminate them 
B 4 out 
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out of the Body by the perſpiratory Paſſages, or by 
Stool or Urine. 

By this Mechaniſm unnatural Tumours, Obſtruc- 
tions in Ulcers, and other Parts of the Body, are de- 
ſtroyed, the Fluids being re-eftabliſh'd in that free 
Courſe which is neceſſary to Life, and the Preſervation 
of Health: Such is the Conception which I have of 
the two Operations of Mercury on Coagulations ; that 
of abſorbing, and that of diſſolving; though theſe are 
1 Terms, which with regard to operative 

ffects are to be explain'd in a quite different Manner, 
as I ſhall endeavour to ſhew hereafter. lj 

In 1691, being Surgeon-Major of the Hoſpital of 
Briangon, I was brought to ſee a young Woman, who | 
had a "Tumour on her right Cheek Br two Years : 
When it came to Suppuration it was dreſs'd with a 
Tent, which left a Fiſtula in the Part, and by degrees 
the lower Jaw became ſo fixt, that it had entirely loſt 
its Motion, and her Mouth was in a manner clos'd, 
inſomuch that ſhe was conſtrain'd to live wholly on 
Broths or other Liquids. I was told that ſhe had made 
uſe of ſeveral Remedies without any Succeſs. 

I ordered ſome very ſmall Pills to be made up for her, 
one of which ſhe took every other Day for a Month, 
at the End of which her Cheek was looſened, her 
Mouth opened, and her Fiftula quite cured ; which 
gave the Patient an equal Degree of Joy and Aſtoniſh- 
ment. This Cure, as it was ſomewhat ſurprizing to 
me, ſo did it prevail on me to adminiſter the Reme- 
dy in ſeveral chronical Diſeaſes, which had before 
eluded the Force of all the uſual Medicines, yet it, not- 
withſtanding, gave way to this. : 

The greateſt Part of the Fiftula's, which happen in 
Wounds and. Abſceſſes, are the Conſequences of Tents, 
which by turning down the Fibres of the Canal, into 
which they are introduc'd, and by their frequent Fric- 
tion, and continual Compreſſion, unite them, and 
make them adhere to one another, till what is uſually 
call'd a Callus be formed, | of | 

As there are in all Parts of the Body a great Num- 
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ber of ſmall Veſſels, which convey the Lymph and the 
other Juices ; The Orifices of the little Tubes, which 
are contain'd within the whole Extent of the Calluc, 
and which confining and bearing upon the afore-men- 
tion'd > oper and united Fibres, the round Particles 


of the Mercury, with which the Lymph is charged, 
being impell'd againſt theſe Fibres, do ſhock, diſunite, 
and relieve them: The nutritious Juice expands itſelf 
among the Fibres thus relieved, and reinſtate them in 
their original Form : I think *tis not eaſy to explain in 
any other Manner, how Mercury produces its Effect 
on the Callus's of Fiſtula's, than by its ſhocking and 
diſengaging the Fibres which were before replicated and 
glued together; in which Caſe it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that the Tent ſhould be thrown aſide: Thoſe who will 
needs have it, that its Virtue conſiſts in ſucking up 
Acids, ſhould not urge that Conſideration here, where 
there are no Acids to be ſuck'd up; or if they urge 
that it ſerves to diſſolve the Callus, let them give ſome 
mechanical Account, how that can be ; for *tis cer- 
tainly true that it muſt act here, as in Obſtructions 
and Tumours, and that tis only in virtue of ſome 
mechanical Property, that it anſwers the End in ſuch a 
Number of different Caſes. | 

After the Peace in 1696, I had the Honour to ſuc- 
ceed in the room of the famous M. Thouvenot, who was, 
*till his Death, firſt Surgeon to her Royal Highneſs ; 
ſoon after I came to Turin, I ſaw a poor Girl begging 
on the Steps of St. John's Church, in a Place call'd 
Cornie : The many ſcrophulous Holes in her Face and 
Sternum, render'd her an Object horrible to look at: 
Beſides this, her Neck was full of ſwoln Glands, and 
her Hands and Feet were quite deform'd. 

I ſent for her Home, and prevail'd upon her to 


take a Doſe of my Mercury oy other Day, and 
being willing to ſee her take the 

order'd ſome Soop to be brought her, to ſwallow af- 
ter it. | 


rſt Doſe myſelf, I 


She continued the Uſe of this Medicine for ſix Months, 
at the End of which ſhe was entirely cured ; fo that ſhe 
was 
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was married, had Children, became a Widow, and is 
at. this Time married again, notwithſtanding the De- 
formity which her Cicatrices carry with them: She is 
now living, and every one in Turin knows her : She 
was a Surety in Baptiſm to the firſt Child it pleaſed 
God to bleſs me withal. ay 

Scrophulous Caſes are very difficult to cure, and 
very few Remedies affect their Cauſe, They frequent- 
ly occur in ſome Climates and Nations, and are not 
ſeldom the Inheritance of our Anceſtors Irregularities : 
Their Source is in the Blood, their Seat in the Glands 
and Joints. They are rebellious to Remedies through 
their cold Nature, and the Tenacity of their Humour, 
which is inſpiſſated by an Acid. | + ba 
It has been long ſince confeſs'd, that Mercury alone 
is capable of working a thorough Cure in theſe Diſ- 
orders, whether by liquefying, diſſolving, and putting 
in Motion the Liquors, or by deſtroying the Acids 
vicious Ferments, which occaſion the Lymph to coagu- 


late, and by ſending Spirits and Heat into the afflicted 


Members: It is in ſhort, the only known Remedy 
that anſwers every Indication. KW 5 
The Acid which cauſes theſe cold Coagulations, is 
exceeding difficult to be deſtroy'd. The Mercury can 
in its Motion but little affect its ſoft and glutinous 
Texture: And for this Reaſon tis a conſiderable Time 
before it is able to diſconcert it, and break or blunt 
the Points of the Acids which cauſe it; however, tis 
paſt all Diſpute, that it does it at laſt; for by. circu- ; 
lating with the Lymph in the Articulations, and in 
the ſcrophulous Glands, it by gentle Degrees removes 
the Obſtacles which oppoſe the Courſe of the Liquids : 
Theſe Cures are gentle though long. A Salivation 
would be more expeditious, but then it would be more 
fatiguing and dangerous. 5 
About a Year after, I had under my Care M. Du- 


faure, a Frenchman, married at Turin, and well known 


all over the City, He had been afiitted with a Tu- 


mour in the Liver for above two Years, for which he 


had 
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had conſulted ſeveral Univerſities; but all the Reme- 


dies he applied were of no Uſe. 


This Tumour was bigger than ones Fiſt, exceeding 


painful, and had an external Eminence, by which 
XZ 'twas eaſy to determine the Extent of it: His Pulſe 
was irregular, he was troubled with frequent Syncope's, 
want of Sleep, and an univerſal Uneaſineſs. 


I propoſed to him the Uſe of my Remedy, as a Di- 


ſolvent very fit to diſſipate his Tumour : He drank 
with it a chalybeated Wine, in which Capillus Veneris 
was infus' d: After continuing his Medicines one 
Month he was perfectly cured. 


This Tumor was ſchirrhous, notwithſtanding it was 


painful; which might -poflibly be from the Compreſ- 
ſion it occaſion'd on the Parts to which it adhered: I 
have no other particular Remark to make on this Diſ- 
order. Tis now four or five and twenty Years ſince 
he was cured : He has perceived nothing of the Mat- 
ter ſince that time, but is now in perfect Health. 


Me. Couturiere, Milliner to her Royal Highneſs, my 


# Neighbour and very good Friend, was afflicted in 1703 
with a Tumour in her Breaſt, which in a ſhort time 
grew to a conſiderable Size, being very painful and 
hard, and tending directly to a Carcinoma. 


She uſed the ſame Remedy, and was entirely cured 


in one Month, having never ſince felt the leaſt Pain in 
that Part. 
and in the City, with the ſame Medicine; and very 
lately a Lady of the firſt Rank, but out of Reſpect I 
forbear to mention her Name, tho' ſhe has made no 
Secret of the Cure herſelf: However if theſe Complaints 
ſare inveterate, the beſt Way is either to do nothing at 
Fall to them, or to proceed forthwith to Amputation: 
They have ever been look'd upon as Caſes of the moſt 
difficult Cure, and are deem'd incurable, when ulce- 
Fated. They are cruciating and inſupportable on Ac- 
cCount of their Pain and Stench; and there is nothin 

but crude Mercury, taken inwardly, which by Friction 
is able to blunt the Points of the Acids that wear away 
the Fleſh in the Parts afflicted. And when it is im- 


I have cured great Numbers both at Court, 


poſſible 
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poſſible to attain to a Cure, nothing is more fit to mi- 
tigate the Pain, prevent a further Progreſs, and oppoſe *' 
Corruption and Stench ; and to theſe Ends I have often 
adminiſtred it in ſuch miſerable Circumſtances. ; 
When our Court attended the Queen of Spain as far 

as the Borough of Cony in 1702, I was in returning 
back, ſeiz'd in the City of Fouſan, with a Fit of the 
Gravel, which was ſo very violent, that I imagin'd it 
would cut me off; I voided in the Bath which was 
prepared for me, ſmall Stones and Gravel with incon- | 
ceivable Torture, and the Liquor which came away | 
was ſincere Blood inſtead of Urine. | 
I was brought to Turin, where Mr. Fouſage, at that 
time firſt Phyſician to her Royal Highneſs, order'd me 
Medicines for three Months, at the End of which I 1 
relaps'd into my former Condition, voiding Stones and 
Gravel with exceſſive Pain. | ö 
At length I began to take my Diſſolvent into Conſi- 
deration; imagining, that theſe Stones were form'd 
and conglutinated by a thick Lymph, which if it could 
be render'd fluid, would prevent any further Concre- 
tions of this Sort; and to this End I made uſe of my 
Remedy: The Conſequence was, that all my Symp- 1} 
toms ceaſed, and I was cured, having from that Time 
to this felt not the leaſt Touch of my Complaint. *Tis :' 
true indeed, that at certain Seaſons I take a few ? 
Doſes of the Medicine, which I believe ſecures me 
againſt a Relapſe. ; 
Jam the firſt to whom I ever adminiſtred this Re- 
medy in ſuch a Caſe ; but I am not the laſt: I have 
given it ſince to many Perſons under the like Com- 
plaints, and always with good Succeſs. It is not leſs 7 
efficacious in Retentions of Urine from a viſcous Jelly. 
M. le Baron de Chainaye Niſar has experienced it to 
his Satisfaction. For four Years together he could not 
make Water without the moſt exquiſite Pain, and great 
Striving : He took this Remedy, and in a ſhort Lime 
he urin'd with a full Stream, without any Pain at all: 
He look'd upon the good Succeſs of the Medicine as a 
Prodigy, having try'd a great Number of other Things 
to 
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Tis Caſe, as well as in many others, Mercury by the Ro- 


tundity of its Particles, and its Motion, is capable of 
es me breaking, dividing, diſperſing, and conſequently ſub- 
Itiliſing and deſtroying the 
and that with great Speed; and at the ſame time it 
blunts the Points of the Acids, and forces them to let 
go whatſoever they are connected with; thus every 


. Thing is reſtored to its natural Figure. 


2 few 


the middle of the Night. 
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to no purpoſe. He return'd Home overjoy'd, and 
took a good Stock of the Pills with him the laſt Au- 
tumn 1723. M. ie Chevalier de Morete could make no 


Water for five Days together without the Aſſiſtance of 


my dear Friend M. Ciconigni, and two other Phyſicians 
of great Note: That Gentleman had the Humanity for 
his Patient, to deſire him to ſend for me: He took 
my Remedy, and made Water that fame Day. 

I have a freſh Caſe of the like Nature, where the 
ſame Remedy was given with the ſame Succeſs. But 
theſe Narratives lead me too far out of the Way; ſo 
I ſhall ſuppreſs this with with many others, notwith- 


3 ſtanding a Number of Inftances carry along with them 


t that the Merit of perſuading ; for a fingle Cure might be 


imputed to mere Chance. 
t appears then that crude Mercury is ſerviceable in 
the Gravel, that it brings it away, and prevents ſtony 


3 Concretions by deſtroying the been; of the Lymph, 
which conglutinates the tartareous 


articles of the 
Blood. 


Theſe Viſcoſities occaſion much the ſame Symptoms 


as the Stone itſelf, and if they do not produce ſo ex- 
quiſite Pains, 
with a Suppreſſion of Urine, by ſtuffing up the Tubes 


are however frequently attended 


which ſhould convey it into the Bladder: In ſuch a 


Coagulation of the Lymph, 


Me. Campagnole, Hoſteſs of the //oman without a 
WTead, one of the moſt noted Houſes of Entertainment 
in Turin, is ſubject to a cruel Cholick ; this Diſeaſe 
pas reduced her to the laſt Extremity for theſe three 
2X ears, In 1722 ſhe was ſeiz'd with this Malady in 
I living in the Neighbour- 


hood, the ſent for me: I found her in a deplorable Con- 
X | dition, 
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dition, and gave her a double Doſe of my.Mercury ; ſoon 
after, her tormenting Pains ceaſed, and before Morning 
ſhe voided by Stool a Pail full of Excrements and Water : 
The next Day ſhe voided another Pail full of Water, and 
ſo was entirely freed of her Complaint to her very great 
Surprize : For in the laſt Fit before this ſhe was tortured 
a whole Month between Pains and Remedies, yet this 
Medicine made all quiet in a few Minutes after it was 
taken. 

The prodigious and haſty Evacuation in this Caſe, 
was the Effect of Purgatives, but Mercury had its 
ſhare in contributing to it, by breaking the Humours, 
and rendering them more fluid, and fit to be diſcharged. 
This Woman had all the lower Belly ſtuffed with 
viſcous and acid Humours, which occaſion'd a Tenſion 
and Irritation in the Inteſtines. The Periſtaltick Mo- 
tion of the Guts was weaken'd and deprav'd, which 
nothing could better re-eſtabliſh than Mercury, by 
the rolling Motion of its Particles: It at the fame 
Time blunted the Points of the Acids which had occa- 
fion'd convulſive Twitchings in the Parts: And the 
Criſpation of the Fibres being removed, the ſeveral 
Matters contain'd within the Guts, did naturally 
take the Road of the Anus, following the Mercury, 
which by its own proper Weight is ever determin'd 
downwards. 

Mercury when it is receiv'd into the Stomach, is 
blended with whatever it meets with there, and as 
the lacteal Veſſels imbibe whatever is ſubtile enough 
to enter their Orifices, the more volatile Part of the 
Mercury is taken up by them, and convey'd into the 
Blood, which it renders more fluid and ſoft; and 


what remains in the Inteſtines, takes downwards, and 


purſues the Courſe of the Purgatives ; opening and 
ſubtiliſing the Acids and Viſcoſities which it meets 
with in the Way, and carrying off whatever is vicious, 
or unſerviceable' to the Oeconomy, without medling 
with any Thing good or neceſſary: That this is Truth, 
appears ſrom the Patient's being not in the leaſt weaken'd 
or diſcompos'd by theſe immenſe Eyacuations. , 
n 
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In 1710, one M. de la Pierre, Governor to a German 
Lord who was at Hodemie, but whoſe Name I cannot 
remember, had an. inyeterate Itch which eluded the 
Force of all the Medicines he could hear of in France 
and Holland. He took of my Mercury, and without 
the Aſſiſtance of _y other Remedy, he yas perfectly 


cured in three Weeks: He went away very well ſatis- 
fied, and the next Year he wrote to me to fend him the 
Medicine to the Hague, one of his Friends being under 
the ſame Misfortune. | 

M. Carret, my very good Friend, Commiſſary of 
War in the Armies and Hoſpitals of France, who had 
the Superintendency of the Hoſpital of Oulx, at the 
ſame Time that I was Surgeon Major of the ſame Ho- 
ſpital, being at Valence on the Po in 1710, was afflicted 
with an ill-favour'd red Teter, which ſpread over half 
his Face, and was elevated above the Surface of the Skin 
the Thickneſs of a Finger. | 

Several Remedies were recommended to him, which 
he refuſed, faying, I ſhall go ſhortly to Turin, where 
my Friend Bellaſie has a Medicine that will infallibly 
do the Buſineſs. | | 

He came. to me as ſoon as conveniently as he could, 
and I gave him my Mercury; which was ſo ſpeedily 
effectual, that he perceived himſelf ſenſibly amended af- 
ter the firſt Doſe; after the ſecond the Teter was appa- 
rently diminiſhed, and. after the fourth it was hardly to 
be diſcern'd. However he continued the Uſe of it; 
but after the fifth Doſe, there was not the leaſt Footſtep 
of it remaining: He is now at Paris, and is ready to 
witneſs to the Truth of what I write. 
The ſame Thing happen'd with no leſs Expedition to 
M. le Comte q Argue, a Bavarian Gentleman. As he 
was returning from France, where he had been for his 
Health, he was ſeiz'd in Savoy, with Pains in his Shoul- 
ders, and a large Parcel of Puſtules which cover'd his 
whole Face, and render'd it extremely deform'd; this 
was in 1723: He ſent for the very learned M. Cigeg- 
nini to adviſe with him, whether it would be better to 
put himſelf under a Courſe of Medicine at Tvlin, or 

to 
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to return to. France. Our judiciqus Phyſician recom- 
mended Me, and my Remedy, which he thought 
ſufficient to extricate him from the Difficulty he labour'd 
under : After twice taking it, he found his Pains were 
abated, and his Puſtules ſhrunk up; and after the fourth 
Doſe they all diſappear'd, to his great Aſtoniſhment, 
who thought it no leſs than a Prodigy. He continued 
the Repetition of it ſome ſhort Time, and ſtock'd him- 
ſelf with a good Quantity when he went away. 

The ſpeedy Diſpatch the Mercury made with this 
tumify'd Teter, is an undeniable Proof of its mixing 
with the Lymph. It operates in the ſame manner in 
Teters, Itch, and Pimples of the Face, and other Parts 
of the Body, as it does in ſchirrhous Tumours, Scro- 
phula's, Carcinoma's, Wenns, &c. it removes the 
Stoppage of the Glands, by deſtroying the Acids which 
caus'd it; and the Lymph conveying it to the Pores 
of the Skin, its volatile Particles fly off with Rapidity 
by inſenſible Perſpiration; and rubbing againſt the 
Acids which lurk in the cuticular Pores, they carry them 
away with them. Thus are the fibrous Mamillæ, which 
were before compreſs'd and render'd inactive, reſtor*d 
to their priſtine Form, Elaſticity, and Office: The Skin 
grows clear, and the Orifices being unlock'd, Perſpira- 
tion goes on as before. 

Although the Diſorders, which I have deſcribed, were 
attended with Variety of Symptoms, "= were they all 
produc'd from the ſame Cauſe. The ſofter Preparations 
of Mercury, as Ethiops Mineralis, and the Powder of 
Agaroth, are ſerviceable in external Application, as 
they exhauſt the Acids, open the Skin, and ſo work a 
Cure. But a Salivation would in all Likelihood enſue, 
ſhould any of the acid Particles, when blended with the | 
Mercury, re-enter into the Road of Circulation: This 
makes me affirm that crude Mercury taken by the 
Mouth, is more effectual, certain, and expeditious. 

In 1719, my Adjutant's Son in the Hoſpital of Bri- 
angon was ſent me to Turin, afflicted with an univerſal 
Leproſy; his Head was in a ſad Condition, and his 
whole Body covered with white Scales : : ſhew'd him 
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in theſe Circumſtances to ſome of my Brethren, one 


f which was M. Calcan, Maſter Collegiate Surgeon, 


ho enter'd upon the Office of Syndic, fince I was made 


I kept him in my. Houſe, and he eat at my Table with- 
out any Diſtinction: he was not confined to his Bed or 
Chamber : He took a Pill every other Evening to- 
wards Bed-time. At ſix Weeks End I ſhew'd him 
to the ſame Gentleman, with his Head and Neck clean 
as a Pearl, and perfectly cured ; tho* he walk'd abroad, 
all the City over, every Day during his Courſe. 


The Leproſy and Pox are Siſters, and of the ſame 


Parentage, according to the Opinions of moſt learned 
Men. Mercury has at all Times been acknowledg'd 
for the Specifick in ſuch Diſeaſes, ſince it was firſt diſ- 
covered and adminiſtred, It has certainly an abſolute 
Power. over theſe Ferments : The more deſperate the 
Caſe, the more Vigour does the Remedy exert to de- 
ſtroy it: They are a kind of Hydra's which this Her- 
cules delights to quell. Twere needleſs to illuſtrate its 
mechanical Operation upon theſe Poiſons: It is well 
known and viſible enough, and can never be called in 
Queſtion. This was the firſt Leper I ever had under 
my Care: This Diſeaſe tho' ſo very formidable, gives 
way to Mercury rightly prepared, as ready as the ſlight- 
eſt of them all. | ohh 
In 1721, I was commanded by her Royal Highneſs 
geleres who had been confined to her Bed for four 
Months by a violent and painful Sciatica. She could 
not ſtir in the leaſt, without giving herſclf mortal Ago- 
nies, in ſpight of all the Care and Skill of her Phyſician 
M. Ge/. This Lady being conſtrain'd to void her 
Excrements under her, there was Danger that a Mor- 
tification might ſeize her hinder Parts; wherefore with- 
out delay I propos'd to her Phyſician the Uſe of my Mer- 
dag Which he very readily came into. | A 
She had not taken above three Doſes, before the 
Violence of her Pain was over; and after the fourth, 
the felt no more of it; Aſter the ſeventh ſhe left her 
n ee «1645 hit 


to attend Madam la Conteſſe Buſquet in the City of E- 
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Surprize to me in a Letter full of r and 


ſions of the Patient and the Phyſician. 


The Gout in its Infancy, the Rheumatiſm, the Sci- 
atica, and all Diſeaſes of this Nature, are to be cured by * 
ſwallowingerude MONTY as frequent Experience has af- 
ſur'd me on many Occaſions : They are all of the ſame 
Nature, tho' they paſs under different Names, and affect 
different Parts of the Body: As one Cauſe produces 4 
them, ſo will one Remedy deſtroy them ; and by that 


very kind of Mechaniſm which I illuſtrated, when 1 


ſpoke of Percuſſion, Friction, Shaking, Diſlodging, and 4 


taking off the Points of Acids. 


The expeditious Action of Mercury on ſuch minute 
Bodies cannot, in my Opinion, be otherwiſe accounted 
for; ſince nothing has ſo quick a Paſſage into the Blood, 
nor is convey'd ſo ſoon to the Parts afflicted; this hap- * 
pening ſeveral Times in the Space of a natural Day. © 


— 


On this Score it comes to paſs, that what it has begun I 
in its firſt Frictions, it finiſhes in its ſubſequent ones. 
I grant that it goes off in Perſpiration, and eſcapes *' 
partly by Stool ; but then by repeating the Doſe, the 1 


Operation is continued on without Interruption; other- 


wiſe the Acids which take up their Reſidence in the ö 
Pores and Membrancs could not be diſlodged, and bro- 


ken to Pieces, as it happens in Sciatica's and Rheuma- 


tiſms; their Points ſtanding on end, and being no ways 
interwoven with any Subſtance that can ſkreen or de- 


fend them; when the nutricious Juice, comes loaden 
with 


Bed, and began to walk: The Abundance of Phlegm 
which this Medicine diſcharged by the firſt Doſes, ſur- 

_ prized both the Patient, ah | | 
tient wonder'd that ſhe felt an Abatement of her Miſery | 
in Proportion to the Evacuation, which did not in the 
leaſt weaken her; and the Phyſician was at a loſs to 
account for ſuch extraordinary Succeſs, otherwiſe than 
by Enchantment; which occaſion'd him to expreſs his 
| Efteem, l 

The Letter was read to her Royal Highneſs by my dear 
Friend M. Ciconigui, who was himſelf not a little tranſ- 
ported at the ſpeedy and ſalutary Effect of ſo ſimple a a 
Remedy, as well as at the tender and obliging Expreſ- * 


her Phyſician. The Pa- 


with Mercury 


into the Veins. 
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to the Membranes penetrated, and as it 
were larded with theſe ſharp keen Spiculz, the ſmall 


[- round Particles of the —_— expand themſelves over 
* the Membranes, and being of a requiſite Solidity, do 


by their rolling Motion, ſhock, tear to Pieces, and 
deſtroy the aforeſaid Points, which afterwards regurgitate 
I can find no other Idea of the ſpeedy 
Termination of this ſort of Diſeaſes ; Thoſe who have 
an Underſtanding more extended than mine, may poſ- 
fibly give a more rational Account of the Matter. 

The Wife of M. Reſſant, a Bookſeller in Turin, 
aged about 33, was ſent to her Huſband from Briangon, 
under a Complication of Diſeaſes. She had been under 
the Management of the beſt Phyſicians in Briangon for 
four Years. Among other Complaints, ſhe had a £ 
Fever, a Difficulty of Breathing, a Pain in her Stomach, 
a very ftinking Breath, a ſorry Complexion, and a 
monſtrous Swelling, of her right Thigh and Leg ; for 
which laſt Malady ſhe had uſed divers Sorts of mineral 
Waters without any Benefit, both by way of Baths and 
Fomentations ; in a Word, ſhe was pronounc'd incu- 
rable. Her Huſband finding her in ſo miſerable a Con- 


dition, had fo much Confidence in me as to commit her 


to my Conduct; and indeed it was with ſome Reluctance 
that I undertook this chronical Diſorder. 

However, having been convinced by a great deal-of 
Experience, that in theſe deſperate Caſes eſpecially, 
Mercury gives Proof of its Force, Virtue, and Supe- 
riority above all other Medicines ; I no longer remain'd 
in ſuſpence, but gave ber my Remedy without any other 
Preparation. | . | 

The firft Doſes had ſome comfortable Effects upon 
her; moſt of her Symptoms ceaſed ; her Pulſe was 
much mended, the Pain of her Stomach and the ſtink- 
ing Breath were no longer perceiy'd ; the Thigh and 
Leg were leſs pained, and their Size was ſumewhat 
abated. Thus ſhe went on for fixteen Doſes, when her 
Menſes oblig d her to. deſiſt; which, when they were 
over, ſhe reſum'd her Medicine, and without any Con- 
flict was this formidable Coagulation of Humours dif- 

| C 2 folv'd; 
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ſolv'd; and the Liquors recover'd their Fluidity after 
17 two and * Doſes of the Mercury. The Thigh and 
LN Leg grew ſupple, the coagulated Matter now made y 

| 1 fluid, returning with the Mercury into the Blood : In 
8 ſhort, in the Month of May the preſent Year 1724, 
the Mercury had the Effect of Frictions on this Patient; 

| it excited a Salivation; with this Difference, that it 
| | was ſo exceeding mild as ſcarcely to warm the Mouth: 
_ This was th@vnly Time I ever knew it produce ſuch ? 
$* tho” T have given it above ſix Months 


[of a Conſequerit® 
2 J together. e 5 
| Here $ſufficient room to admire the ſalutary Effects 
. of Mercury, which one way or other will infallibly 3% 
A deſtroy every Thing that is capable of afflicting the 7 
n Body þ |; 
Isos enter tightly into the mechanical Rationale of this 
Matter, it ſhould be obſerv'd that in the Diſorder of 
the Thigh and Leg, there was no Extravafation. Ihe 
coagulated Liquors were entirely contain'd within the 
'Glands, and the external Veſſels: A Proof of which 
is, that notwithſtanding the Size of thoſe Parts, the 
Patient could ſtill walk; the organical Parts being un- 
affected. The Weight and the Pain which the Ten- 
ſion occaſion'd, were what chiefly incommoded her. 

A Diffolution being once made in the Veſſels and the 
Glands, it is 3 enough that the Liquor, having 
recover'd its Fluidity, ſhould re-enter the Veſſels, 
mix with the other Fluids, and purſue the Courſe of 
Circulation. TAY 

But the ſubtile Parts of the Mercury being intimately 
mix'd with what was diſſolv'd, cauſed thoſe Fluids to 
"aſcend upwards, ſo that they were receiv'd by the Veſ- 
ſels of the Throat, which became diſtended therewith, 

and the Orifices of the Salivary Canals were ſtrained 
and dilated, and afforded a Paſſage to the ſeparated Hu- 
mours ; and then the Thigh and Leg diminiſhed con- 
ſiderably. 

This ſalutary Flux laſted about eight Days, and re- 
eſtabliſh'd the Gentlewoman in ſuch a Condition of 
Health as ſurpriz'd her: She is now actually under my 
| Manage- 
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Management, and I hope to reduce her Thigh and 
7 ", to their natural State. 

| f 


crude Mercury did imbibe Acids, as many Per- 


ſons have fancied, it muſt in this Caſe have been ſuf- 


ficiently ſtock'd with them, to have made Havock 


with the inward Parts of the Mouth in the Diſcharge ; 


whereas nothing more was perceiv'd than a ſmall Heat. 
Inf theſe Diſeaſes the morbifick Particles are not fo 
pungent, keen, and corroſive, as the Acids in Venereal 
Caſes are, which make the Bones carious, 2nd' eat 


away the Fleſh, without any Aſſiſtance from the Ad- 


mixture of other Matters. 
The thick viſcous Matter which nouriſhes the Hair, 
being abundantly increaſed through the Obſtructions 


form'd in the Skin where it is planted, cauſed it to 
were perfectly cover'd therewith : On which Score I 


grow in ſuch Plenty, that the whole Leg 


look upon the Malady of theſe Parts to have ariſen 
from an exceedingly tenacious Viſcoſity, ſtagnating in 
the capillary Veſſels and Glands of the Skin, which 
being inconceivably numerous, at laſt form'd ſo con- 


ſiderable a Subſtance. 
It may then be taken for granted, that Mercury, 


| ſooner or later, penetrates into, and breaks the Con- 


nexion of theſe Matters ; that it diſengages them from 
the Acids which embarraſſes them, and ſo reſtores 
them to their original Fluidity. 

If we conſider attentively, what Mercury has done 


in one Cure, we ſhall be able to judge of its Effects in 


all others, though of a different Kind ; and we muſt 
eſteem it the Favourite of Nature, which in ſuch a 
Variety of Operations and Productions, acts by the 
ſame mechanical Laws. I have remark'd alſo from the 


1 | Effects which Mercury produces in ſo many different 


Subjects and Diſeaſes, that its Way of acting is con- 
ſtantly one and the ſame: As Nature is inimitable in 
her Works, ſo is Mercury in its Operations. 

I have at this Time under my Care, Diſeaſes that 
are inveterate and of very difficult Cure. I adminiſter 


this ſame Remedy in them all; and from the Day 1 


C 3 begin 


r 
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begin with it, I form Hopes of a favourable Iſſue, tho" 
it may be ſome Years firſt : However, all the known 
— uſual Means have been already apply'd to no Pur- 
. poſe. . 

Reſpect forbids me to name one of my Patients, and 
ſome others Diſcretion, will oblige me to conceal. But 
let the Reader judge of what may be done from what 
has been done : The Cures already related have their 
Merit, and thoſe I ſhall relate hereafter will have no 
leſs. And now I think I have ſaid enough to give an 
Idea of the Effects of this admirable Remedy. | 

The firſt Wife of M. Rouſſeau, in 1712, was afflict- 
ed for near four Months together with ſeveral Diſor- 
ders. She was viſited by many of our Phyſicians, who 
after they had carefully examin'd her Symptoms, were 
of Opinion, that a Solium had brought her into a Con- 
ſumption; and this becauſe ſhe vomited conſtant!l 
every Day, a little while after ſhe had eaten. Thefe 
Gentlemen agreed that my Mercury was the only Me- 
dicine which could be of Benefit to her. 

The very firſt Doſe took off her Vomiting, and the 
reſt, which were twelve in all, entirely recover'd ber. 

_ Caſes often occur, where *tis next to impoſſible that 
2 Phyſician of the greateſt Capacity, ſhould not. de 
miſtaken. A Girl who wove Hair for my Perriwig- 
Maker in Re being about 15 or 16 Vears old, was 
for three Weeks together blooded and purged, beſides 
other Remedies and Operations, and all to fo little 
Purpoſe, that at laſt ſhe was ſeiz'd with a violent and 
frequent Hick-up, which prevented her from ſwallow- 
ing, or retaining any Thing in her Stomach, Her Phy- 
cian took his Leave of her, and deſired her Mother 
to ſend for a Prieſt to give her the Sacraments. In 
this Conjuncture M. de la Touche came to me and de- 
fired me to ſee the Girl. I did fo, and after examin- 
ing her, and feeling her Pulſe, I thought I perceiv'd | 
in her Eyes ſome Symptoms of Worms. I took M. de 
ia Touche Home along with me, and deliver'd to him a 
Doſe of my Mercury, with Directions to give it her b 
Degrees, in four ſmall Pills, with a little Wine, — 1 
| t i 
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that forthwith, The firſt Parcel ſhe took ſtopp'd the 
* Hick-up, and ſhe ſwallow'd the others with Eaſe ; a 
little after which ſhe vomited up a Worm as thick as 
ZE one's Finger, and half an Ell long, with a big Head: 
The Perſons who were about her, to my great Vexa- 
tion, threw it into the Houſe of Office : She was per- 
fectly cured in a few Days. 


a kind of Indifference : ) 
meſtick Animals, and ſerviceable in conſuming certain 
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any Phyſicians haok upon Worms of the Body with 
They'll tell you, they are do- 


rfluities in our Bodies, 

ut after all, the more they multiply, and the more 
they increaſe in Bulk, the more Nouriſhment they do 
If in ſuch Caſes a ſlender Diet ſhould be en- 


join'd, they would entirely conſume it; and if that 
> were too little to ſyffice them, they would prey upon 
the Parts wherein they are contain'd. 


All theſe Things conſider'd, it cannot be deny'd 


that tis beſt to prevent their Increaſe, and to get rid 


of them as ſoon as may be, and drive out of the In- 


teſtines ſuch Harbingers of Corruption as are nouriſh'd 


at our Expence, and whoſe Lives will be productive of 


ED gy art FC My 
ps 3 


Worms of the Stomach and Inteſtines are deſtroy'd 
by Mercury; tis to them a downright Poiſon: It not 
only kills them, but deſtroys the very Secds of them 
too: This all agree to, who have written of Mercury; 


and Experience vouches ſor the Truth of it. 


Almoſt every Thing is full of Worms: Our Food 
abounds with them; their Seeds get into our Bodies a 
Multitude of Ways. They float in the Blood and 
other Liquors, in all Ages, Sexes, and Conſtitutions. 
They devour indifferently what they meet with, be it 
good or bad. But the So/zum feeds on nothing but 
Chyle; and therefore a Conſumption is inevitable where 
this Creature reſides, 

The Worms of the Stomach and Guts depoſite Seed 


and Excrements, which mixing with the Chyle are car- 


ried into the Blood, cauſing Fevers of an uncommon 
Nature, whether by Corruption, or by the Coagulation 
OW C 4 Which 
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which their Acrimony occaſions in the Blood. 


In all theſe Caſes, I believe there is nothing which 
anſwers the End better than Mercury, on account of 
its ſeparating from the Blood, and carrying away along 
with it whatſoever is noxious : It promotes Perſpiration, 
and by its Percuſſion, and the Rotundity of its Parti- 


cles, diſſolves, ſeparates, and ſubtiliſes all manner of 


Coagulations, which may be reckon'd the Source of 1 


moſt Fevers, beſides many other Diſorders. 


In ſhort, be they Worms, a wrong Uſe of natural 
Things, or an ill choſen Food, that have introduced 
into the Blood ſuch Particles, as are apt to excite febrile 
Fermentations there; or if an Efferveſcence be kind- 


led up in the Blood for want of due Perſpiration; Mer- 


cury overcomes all. When Mercury is well kill'd, 
and its Parts are divided as much as poſſible; and in 
this Condition is convey'd into the Stomach, it is 
ſuck'd up, and as it were devour'd by the lacteal Veins, 


and convey'd into the Maſs of Blood. 


Mr. Lewenhoeck has obſerv'd, that the Blood conſiſts 
of globular Particles; and ſo likewiſe does Mercury: 
Wherefore *twere impoſſible they ſhould enter into 
ſuch Contract with each other, as to be link'd toge- 
ther; for the Globules of Mercury are extremely | 


ſmooth. 


The Motion of the Blood, and of the Lymph that 
accompanies it, cauſes theſe ſmall Globules to ſtrike | 
one againſt another; by which Shock reiterated, all 
the Particles both of the Mercury and the Blood are 


broken, ſeparated, and multiplied to Infinity : * Tis by 


ſuch a manner of acting, that the Coagulations of the 


Blood are deſtroy'd; that they become more ſubtle 
and fluid, and are leſs diſpos'd to obſtrut and embar- 
raſs one another as they. move in the ſmalleſt Veſſels: 
The Clobules of Mercury united with the Lymph, 
being exceeding ſmooth, and containing, in proportion 
to their Bulk, a very large Quantity of Matter, do 
inſinuate themfelves into all Places where the Rapidity 
of their Motion carries them ; forcing all Obſtacles 
which oppoſe their Courſe, and diſperſing every TOR 

t that 
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9 that is unnaturally united; which by the Motion it re- 
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ceives from it, is hindered from reuniting, and thus it 
is hurried away to ſome or all of the Emunctories, ac- 
cording to the Inclination of Nature, or the Diſpoſition 
of the Subject. | 

Theſe Particles being, as I ſaid before, united with 

the Lymph, render it more fluid, penetrating, active, 
ſweet, and balſamick, and by Conſequence more fit to 
encreaſe the nutritious Juice in the ſeveral Parts of 
the Body, and more proper to repair the Loſſes it has 
undergone through the Violence of Diſeaſes ; taking 
away at the ſame Time, the fatal Cauſes which pro- 
duced them. 
I what I have obſerv'd of Mercury be true, it muſt 
be acknowledged, that it has in it nothing that is cor- 
roſive or vicious: If it be capable at any Time of af- 
ſuming ſuch Qualities, it muſt be when it is diveſted 
of its natural Figure and Motion. 

It muſt therefore be the Violence of Fire, which 
altering the Figure and Motion of Mercury, wherein 
conſiſts its Force and Virtue, renders it corroſive; 
which is the Caſe when it is incorporated with Salt and 
Vitriol to make corroſive Suvlimate, | 
If Mercury may be judged of from its Effects, ſurely 
crude Mercury has the beſt Title to be call'd Mercu- 
rius dulcis ; for that which is prepared with Fire, and 
goes by that Name, is capable of uniting with Acids 
in the Body, and thereby forming an Acid. So that 
not to incur the Danger of raiſing a painful Salivation, 
it muſt be given but in ſmall Quantities, and that 
ſeldom : I have been a Witneſs to the terrible Conſe- 

uences of it upon a Lady of Diſtinction, who fell a 
Sacrifice to the Remedy and her own Opinion. 

When crude Mercury enters into the Body by Fric- 
tions or Fumigations, it mixes with the Lymph; 
but then it penetrates alſo into the Veins and Arteries, 

Such a Collection of globular Corpuſcles ſtriking 
againſt the arterial Blood with a Direction contrary to 
the Courſe of it, acts upon it in the Manner of a Bank 
or Dam, | 5 
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It the Blood and Spirits yield to ſuch a Shock, their 
Motion muſt of Neceflity be much weaken'd, and 
even ſuppreſs'd as far as the Friction extends; ſo that 
they will inevitably Rand ſtill, or move backwards; 
"This Conflict can be of no Service to the Patient, but 
muſt produce ſuch Symptoms as always attend an im- 
peded Circulation: I have beheld too many Inſtances 
of ſuch. ſad Cafes, If it enters the Pores of the ſmall 
nervous Fibres which terminate at the Skin, it will by 
its Volatility penetrate into the Trunks of the Nerves, 
and oppoſe the Courſe of the animal Spirits, thereby 
occaſioning a Palſy. | 

Theſe Ffes are not produced by Mercury, as 
erude Mercury: Tis the Manner of applying it which 
cauſes it to oppoſe. the Courſe af the animal Spirits, 
and occaſions theſe Extravagancies, beſides many mote 
which I forbear to name. | 

"Tis plain then, that there is a Difference between 
tranſmitting crude Mercury through the Pores of the 
Skin, and giving it at the Louth at certain Intervals ; 
for in this latter Way, it intimately mixes with what 
it finds in the Stomach and Chyle ; it enters the Blood, 
it aſſociates with the Lymph, it follows the natural 
and voluntary Motion of it, it facilitates its Courſe, 
and enlivens its Motion, it renders it more fluid, ſub- 
tile, and fit to paſs: It deſtroys the Obſtacles which 
oppoſe its Paſſage, and then uniting with it, they pe- 
netrate every where: All this is brought about with 
the utmeſt Gentleneſs and Expedition, without Con- 
ſtraint, Agitation, or Tumult; and yet its Operations 
are divine and ſurprizing. 

Acid Spirits injected into the Veins, occaſion terri- 
ble Symptoms, yet they are ſerviceable when taken in 
by the Mouth. 

The Viper, which by ſending its Poiſon into the 
Blood through a Puncture of the Skin, excites ſuch 
fatal Symptoms, is of no ill Conſequence if eaten, but 
on the contrary is corrected and render'd whollome by 
the Ferment of the Stomach. 

Some Perſons have taken upon them to run fon 

the 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 27 


the Uſe of crude Mercury, and render it odious, by 
ringing upon the Stage the Accidents which attend 
the Workers in mercurial Mines. 

Mr. Lemery is of Opinion, that the Palſy which 
ſometimes attacks theſe People, is produced from the 
Sulphurs which ariſe from the Mercury; which en- 
tering the Pores, do fix in the Nerves, and cauſe this 
cold Diſeaſe, by ſtopping up the Paſſage of the animal 
Spirits. 

b "If his Notion is right, there is then great Reaſon in- 
27 deed to apprehend bad Conſequences from Frictions 
and Fumigations. 

: It is not abſurd to believe that thoſe Workmen, be- 
ing continually ſurrounded with the volatile V apours 
of Mereury, do ſuck them in with the Air at their 
Noſtrils; preſently after which they are elevated till 
ween | they meet with Oppoſition from the internal convex 
f the Part of the Cranium, being not able to penetrate or paſs 
vals; © through its Pores, and then they fall down again, like 
what Water in a boiling Pot, when ſtopp'd by the Lid. 


ood, Y Theſe Vapours having at length acquir'd a Bulk, the 
tura) mall Globules drop down again by their own proper 
irſe, © Weight towards the Baſis of the Cranium, compreſs 
ſub. the Nerves in their Origin, and fo produce the Pally, 
hichk The fame Thing happens to Gilders for the ſame Rea- 
pe- ſon, but more frequently for they make Uſe of Mer- 
with curry over a Fire, which elevates it more eaſily, ſq 
on. that they breathe in the very Subſtance of it. 
ons i Thus it appears, that this is not the Effect of any 
ill Quality of Mercury, but an Accident produced by 
ri. the Compreſſion of another Body. 
in | At the Time that I was Surgeon-Major of the Ho- 
ſpitals of Briangon and Oulx, we had at a favourable 
the Seaſon of the Year, many pocky Patients confin'd to 
oh the Uſe of the Grand Remedies ; they were cloſe 
ut block'd up in their ſeveral Cells Day and Night. I 
by could not obſerve that the Boys who were appointed 
5 to attend them, and who conſtantly flept with them, 
_ did ever receive the leaſt Inconvenience by breathing 


in the mercurial Vapours, 


I had 


* 
— — 

* 

* — — 
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I had a Captain under my Care at Briangon in a 


Valoulus, whom I prevail'd upon to ſwallow down two 
Pounds of crude Mercury, which remain'd ſix whole 
Days in his Body, without doing him any manner of 
Harm: And it is obſervable, that ſuch Perſons as have 
leaden Balls lying in their Limbs for many Years, and 
often for their whole Lives, never feel any Incon- 
veniencies on that Score. 


But after all this, to ſet about to convince Mankind 
that crude Mercury is no ways miſchievous, is not an 
eaſy Taſk. Many believe it a corroſive Poiſon ; they'll 


tell you, it is the Cauſe of Ulcers of the Throat in 


Salivations; and if they ſpeak ſo favourably of it, as 4 


to grant that it is not corroſive of itſelf, yet will they 
maintain that it becomes ſo when blended with the 
venercal Acids: This Opinion has been receiv'd and 
advanc'd by very famous Authors, 

I think however, that che contrary Opinion may 
eaſily be ſupported by the Help of a little Reflexion, 
provided Prejudice be abſolutely ſet aſide. 

The Ulcers which afflict the Throat in Perſons under 
Salivations, proceed, according to the Notion I have 
of the Matter, from the Acids contain'd in the pocky 
Ferment: Mercury ſhocks it, diſlodges it, ſets it in 
Motion, and conveys it along with the Lymph, *till it 
has procur'd it ſome favourable Iſſue by the Way of a 
Criſis; ſometimes by the Mouth, at other Times by 
Stool, Urine or Perſpiration. | 

It muſt be conſider'd, that in Salivations the acri- 
monious and corroſive Acids of the Virus, which were 
diſtributed throughout the whole Maſs of Fluids; as 
likewiſe thoſe which were congeſted in Nodes, Puſtules, 
Glands, Cancers, or Ulcers, are all convey'd and 


conducted, by their ſeveral Tubes, into the ſalivary 


Canals, fo that they may be diſcharged at the Mouth ; 
in which conſiſts a Salivation. Theſe being thus re- 
united, and paſſing all through the ſame Place, *tis 
natural enough that they ſhould make Impreſſions 
on it, and that ſuch delicate Parts as the Throat and 


the Mouth, ſhould be lacerated, cut and ulcerated by 
ie 
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JM the Quantity of theſe keen, ſharp, and corroſive little 


Y Bodies, without the Mercury's having any Share in 


the Matter, more than that of having ſet them in Mo- 
ner of © tion, in order to the obtaining their Diſcharge. 


% 
. 
4 
„ 


Mercury, when ſent into the Body by Friction, 
ives to Part of the Liquors a different 'I'urn from what 
they had before, as I have already remark'd : This 


Stroke of Retrogradation, which acts from the Circum- 


hey'll # 


ference towards the Centre, ſubtiliſes the Lymph, ele- 
vates it upwards, gives it a violent and rapid Motion, 
and determines it towards the Head and Throat, which 
becomes ſwoln by ſuch an Amaſſment of Lymph pour'd 
in upon it from almoſt all Parts of the Body ; and it 
being too much to be contain'd in the Cavities of the 
Veſlels, the Orifices of the ſalivary Veſſels are by the 
Effort of an irreſiſtable Tenſion, open and dilated, 
and ſo yield a Paſſage to this Abundance of the lympha- 
tick Humour. But the Mercury having not circulated 


3 according to the natural Courſe of the Lymph, hav- 


ing only been elevated together with it, it 1s impoſſible 
that it ſhould by any rolling Motion, break or deſtroy 


the Points of the Acids, which paſſing by the Throat 


and Mouth in an unalter'd Condition, do there occa- 


A — A 


ſion very troubleſome and painful Ulcers and Lacera- 
tions. | 
The only Motion which the Lymph and Mercury 
have on this Occaſion, is a {ample Sublimation upwards, 
which ſtops there; ſo that ſhould the ſalivary Canals be 
obſtinately occluded, the Patient muſt be ſuffocated. 
It appears then, that in ſuch a Conjuncture, the Mer- 
cury and Lymph are as it were in a State of Reſt ; that 
the ſubſequent Evacuation, and the running off of the 


* Lymph and Mercury makes no Alteration in the Order 


of their Situation; the Action, though violent, termi- 
nates at the Throat, If Mercury deſtroys the Points of 


Acids, it muſt roll along and circulate peaceably with 
them, by a continued and reiterated Motion; which 
cannot be brought about by Frictions and Fumigations, 
nor by any Preparation of Mercury, be it what it will. 
When the Criſis after Frictions is determin'd by Stool 


or 
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or Urine, the Mercury would make fine Work if join'd 
with Acids; Ulcers of the Anus, Bladder, and Urethra, © 
would be the inevitable Conſequences of ſuch a Union, 
which however do never happen. 9 
If crude Mercury were capable of uniting with Acids, 
bad Symptoms would appear after Frictions, by which 
fo large a Quantity is made to enter the Body. Thoſe 
to whom I have given it by the Mouth for above ſix | 
Months together, as in ſcrophulous Caſes, where Acids 
abound in extraordinary Cafes, would, if ſuch a Union 
were poffible, have undoubtedly been ſenſible of ſome Þ 
Irritation, Heat, or Excoriationz and yet I never 
heard them complain of any ſuch Things. F 
Mercury, in order to its being ſublimated, muſt be 
In a State of Reſt, ſo that the Fire which is under it, 
may lay hold on its round Particles in order to raife 
them aloft together with itſelf, which is the Caſe with | 
Mercury as made uſe of by Gilders. 1 
Wyen crude Mercury is taken by the Mouth in 
„although its Particles are exceedingly ſubtile and 
divided, notwithſtanding the Purgatives with which 
it is mixed, it is very ſpeedily communicated to the 
Liquors, it ſwims in a Fluid, and is in perpetual Mo- 
tion; on which Score it cannot be ſublimed : The i 
Warmth of the Body is a Spur to it, animates and in- 
creafes its Motion, and cauſes it to penetrate every i 
where; it never quits the Liquors with which it 1s 
mix'd, but in getting to the Emunctories. 4 
Men of very great Skill, who have no conſummate | 
Knowledge of Mercury, are of Opinion, that ſome i 
Pounds of it may be taken at the Mouth, as in a Vol- 5 
vulus, without occaſioning any ill Confequence ; but 
that it is very dangerous to take only a few Drams of 
it, becauſe that then it may ſublime by the Heat of the 
Body: This Opinion has been receiv'd by a great 
Number of Perſons, and yet nothing can be more 
falſe. 3 
M. le Duc, a Phyſician, whom I mention'd before, 
obſerv'd at Smyrna, that molt of the Women that were 


deſirous of looking handſome, freſh, and in good 
, Plight, 
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Plight, did frequently fwallow two Drams of crude 
Mercury without any Mixture. 

When ſome Pounds of it are ſwallow'd, if it meets 


with no Stop in the Inteſtines, it quickly paſſes through, 


retaining the fame Weight it had when it was taken. 
When it is ſwallowed in a ſmall Quantity, it remains 
a longer time in the Body, it ſhocks, detaches, breaks, 
and drives into the Inteſtines whatſoever it meets with 
in the Stomach, that is greaſy, ſlimy, viſcous, acrid 
and acid: It acts in the fame Manner in the Inteſtines, 
Thixes with the Subſtances, and rolls along with them, 
Io that it cannot be fublimed, but eſcapes out juſt the 
ſame as it was taken in, carrying along with it what- 
ever is capable of rendering the Blood acrimonious, al- 
tering the Ferments of the Stomach, or cauſing a bad 
Digeſtion. | 
It ap then, that great Advantages may be ob- 
tained from the Uſe of it, and that thoſe Perſons are 
very much in the ug who conceive Prejudice againft 
| ; ſuch a one, and ſuch a one, they ſay, were attack d 
with ſuch Complaints upon the Uſe of it, therefore tis 
undoubtedly bad and dangerous : And ſome there are 
who are frighted out of their Wits at the very Name 
of it; and would give themſelves over for poiſoned, 
ſhould the leaſt Quantity of it enter their Bodles. 

This Error is receiv'd and cheriſh'd by a Set of pre- 


judiced Perſons, who though otherwiſe well qualified, 
judge and determine concerning the Effects of Mercu- 


ry, without diſtinguiſhing as to the beſt and worſt 
Manner of uſing it; which notwithſtanding makes a 
W conſidetable Difference. 

If what has been ſaid above, and what ſhall be ſaid 
hereafter, be confider'd with a little Attention, it will 
appear that Mercury ought to be taken by the Mouth, 
ju 8. Providefice has iven it us, if we would feel 
the Benefit of it; or mix' d with gentle Purgatives. 

That all the extravagant Effects of it in Friftions and 
Fumigations, are produc'd no otherwiſe than by an 
unnatural Motion which it gives to the Spirits and Li- 
quors, as I have already explained. | 

* 55 a That 
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of the Body is not ſufficient to produce any Altera- 
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That it can at no Time become corrofive, but wheft 
the Action of Fire cauſes it to loſe its Form and Mo- 
tion; for then it may be link'd and loaded with Acids, 
and conſtitute by ſuch a Mixture, a Sort of Sublimate, 
Iho' crude e is infinitely diviſible, yet its moſt 
ſubtile Parts, even in Vapour, do ever retain the Rotun- 
dity of their Figure ; they can never, without the Vio- 
lence of Fire, become pointed, hooked, or keen; 
therefore they can neither hook, or. be hooked, as 
long as they retain their ſpherical Figure, and continue, 
as they always do, ſmooth and polite; and the Heat 


tion on even the moſt fine and ſubtile of its Parts. 
In the Ebullition and Fermentation which it under- 
goes when it is mixed with, and wrought upon by Spi- 
rit of Nitre, Aqua fortis, and other Spirits, its Parts 
are only divided and render'd imperceptible, their ſphe- 
rical Figure is no ways deſtroy'd ; a Proof of which is, 
that theſe Spirits are ſoften'd by the Mixture, and ren- 
der'd leſs pungent and corrofive ; which ſhews that 
crude Mercury may be with great Juſtice called Mer- 
curius dulcis. | hy 
I might ſatisfy myſelf with relating the falutary Ef- 
fects which crude Mercury has produced within my 
Knowledge, without givip myſelf the Trouble of ex- 
plaining the Mechaniſm of its Action, in which *tis 
like I may ſucceed but. poorly, having no chymical 
Principles to guide me, but laying down, according 
to mere Nature, what has occur'd to my Conception, 
However, I was of Opinion, that by ſhewing in what 
Manner it acts in the Body, I might diſpel the Fears that 
have been raiſed of it, ſo that it might no longer be taken 
for a Poiſon, but for the moſt gentle and ſovereign of 
all Remedies. Thus I do my utmoſt in the Juſti fica- 
tion of Mercury; and to make it appear, that it is a 
Fricnd to Nature, and a capital Enemy to Diſeaſes, 
and all Kinds of Corruption; that by an admirable 
Mechaniſm, without incotporating, or being confound 
with them, it diſſolves, abſorbs, ſpoils, drives out, deſtroy 
and corrects all vicious and heterogene Matters; that 
= | not 
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ot only taken by the Mouth, but born externally, its 
manations are capable of ſecuring the Body againſt 
alignant and infectious Air, of what Kind ſoever it 
e, without Exception. 

All Authors who have writ of the Peſtilence, believe 
s Cauſe to be a Coagulation of the Blood; if this O- 
pinion be true, what Remedy can be more proper, 
han crude Mercury ? 


3 M. Je Begue, in his Treatiſe on the Peſtilence of 
Wir ar ſeilles, iy 5 that it has its Original from a Multi- 
Heat ude of the 


gs of Worms which infect the Saliva, 
he Food, the Chyle, the nervous Juice, and finally, 
he ſolid Parts; that the Heat of the Stomach hatches 
theſe Eggs, and then the young Worms do greedily de- 
vour a good Part of the Aliments, by which they in- , 
creaſe to a certain Size; and that then they excite the 
firſt Symptoms of the Peſtilence. | | 

Theſe Worms are carried along with the Chyle, into 
the Blood, where _y hinder Circulation. 

According to this Syſtem, nothing can be more pro- 
per to deſtroy theſe Worms, together with their Seeds, 
than Mercury. In a Tranſlation of J. James Scheu- 
chen, he propoſes Ethiops Mineralis, a Preparation of 
Mercury, in the Peſtilence : He ſays, that according 
to the famous Mr. Boyle, the Peſtilence ſeldom attacks 
Perſons who live in the Neighbourhood of Mercurial 
Mines. Upon Conſideration that Mercury is extreme- 
ly volatile, and that it tranſpires more than any other 
Metal, I am of Opinion that a Body prepar'd with my 
Mercury, or ſome other like it, provided it alſo carried 
about it little Bags of Mercury on the Sternum, and 
near the EmunQtories, would be defended from infecti- 
ous Air by the Atmoſphere of mercurial Vapour ſut— 
rounding it: If we examine well into the Matter, this 
is no other than one Vapour, or one Air overpowering 
another, | | 

If there are Eggs in the Caſe, as in all Appearance 
there are, they muſt be round, as well as the volatile 
Particles of the Mercury, and fo they cannot unite, or 
be link'd together; notwithſtanding the Globules of 

| | 7 th the 
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the Mercury are capable of deſtroying or driving out 


thoſe of the Worms. In the Colliſion of theſe ſmall | | 
ſpherical Bodies, thoſe of the Mercury having the 
greateſt Solidity, muſt break in Pieces or diflipate the 


others. 


Thoſe who approve not of theſe Reaſons, may have | | 
recourſe to Antipathy, and then they'll be ſure to meet | 


meet with Matter enough to employ their Wits upon. 

Theſe mercurial Vapours do likewiſe keep at a Di- 
ſtance from the Body the contagious Particles of the 
Small-Pox. I know ſeveral Perſons who make uſe of 
no other Preſervative: Why then may it not have the 
ſame Effect on the peſtilential Vapour ? They differ but 


in regard to more or leſs. 


The Arabian Phyſicians have confounded theſe two 


Diſeaſes together, and many others have followed their 
Opinion. A great Number of Authors have fix'd the 


Cauſe of the Small-Pox to a Heap of the Eggs of ; 
Worms hatch'd in the Body, ſometimes ſooner, ſome- F 


Hp ty 
. 
1 


times later; that the Puſtles are full of theſe little 


orms, which gnaw away the Skin, and ſo leave their 


Marks behind them; that theſe Eruptions are analo- 
gous to thoſe of the Peſtilence; that the perſpired Mat- 
ter in theſe Patients is ſour, and ſo is their Breath, 
which ſmells of Worms, and is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no 
other than the Seeds of Worms, which communicates 
the Diſeaſe to all Perſons that are near, and which, 
from the Quality of their Ferments, are diſpoſed to 
hatch. | 

This Syſtem, which carries with it greater Probabi- 
lity than any other which has been advanced upon the 
Subject, authoriſes the Uſe of Mercury, as an internal 
Specific, and as a Preſervative, when worn on the Sur- 
face of the Body. 

A moſt illuſtrious Sovereign Prince has worn it about 
him more than fifty Years, to preſerve him from this 
Diſeaſe : He is now above Fourſcore, and never had it. 

I always wear Mercury about me: I am an old 
Man, yet never had the Diſeaſe : I obſerve, that Mr. 
Lemery recommends it in his Chymiſtry. 3 

eſe 
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Theſe two Diſeaſes are not the only ones which 


g out Worms produce: Many learned Men believe, that 
> ſmall W Shingles, Tetter, Itch, Scald-head, and almoſt all 
g the Diſeaſes of the Skin, ariſe from Worms, or the Seeds 
te the of Worms, as well as malignant Fevers. According to 


= Nicholas Hartſocker, the Peſtilence, venereal Maladies, 


y bave and all Manner of epidemical Diſeaſes are occaſion'd 
> meet if by Worms, which will certainly devour the Subject, 
upon. i unleſs ſome ſpecifick Remedy intervenes. Nothing is 


* then more proper than Mercury, to cure the Peſtilence, 
of the Small-Pox, and all verminous Diſeaſes, as it deſtroys 
uſe of ¶ the Putrefaction which hatches the Worms, and diſ- 
ye the ſolves the Coagulations which are reckon'd inſeperable 
er but from theſe Diſorders: Languors and Weakneſſes are the 
ordinary Concomitants of epidemical Diſeaſes, than which 
- wo there cannot be more ſenſble Marks of Coagulation. 
og Diſſolutions do indeed ſometimes accompany theſe 
the Diſeaſes, but it is very ſeldom ; and it is an eaſy Mat 
of teer to diſtinguiſh theſe Cauſes one from another, by the 
lite Symptoms. 
Se, | Mr. Newton, in a Treatiſe of the Peſtilence printed 
their at Utrecht, aſſerts that Worms are the Cauſe of the 
Peſtilence, that they fix in Cloaths, Linnen, &c. that 
they multiply and live a long Time; that when one 
wears ſuch Cloaths, or opens ſuch Packs, &c. as are 
replete with them, they expand a Sort of little Wings, 
and by Flying, convey themſelves into the internal 
Parts of the Body. 

This Opinion, which to moſt Men of Learning ap- 
pears highly probable, ſhews that the Remedy which 1 
propoſe is better adapted to the Nature of the Malady, 
whether Worms, or a Coagulation of the Blood, or 
both, be its eſſential Cauſe, than any other. Mrs. 
Chicoineau, Verny, and Soulier, Phyſicians deputed by 
the Court for the Management of the Peſtilence at 
Marſeilles, are of Opinion, that the Venom of the Pe- 
ſtilence is not, of itſelf contagious, but only with re- 
gard to the Diſpoſition of the Subjects it meets with. 
Admitting this Syſtem to be true, the Remedy which 
I propoſe, would ſuffice to correct ſuch ill Diſpoſi- 
| D 2 tions; 
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tions; and I would not ſcruple to make uſe of the 
Amulet, were it but to delude the Imagination, and 
to procure a Tranquility, by diffipating the Fears which 
alone might be ſufficient to kindle up the Diſeaſe. 

Theſe Gentlemen will have it, that the Plague and 
Small-Pox have a very great Relation to each other, 
that their Symptoms are nearly the ſame, that what 
we call the Maſter-Pox, is a Sort of Bubo, or Car- 
buncle, that both theſe Diſeaſes terminate in cuticu- 
lar Eruptions. | 

The very judicious and moſt candid M. Cicognini 
has aſſured me, that in Italy, tis uſual to wear crude 
Mercury as a Preſervative againſt noxious Vapours ; 


and that the Women carry it about them to prevent 


the Jaundice, and its Symptoms. 

A Gentleman of Veracity and Diſtinction told me 
upon his Oath, that his Mother almoſt every Month, 
was afflicted with very ſevere Attacks of a Jaundice, 
accompanied with Deliriums and Convulſions; and 
that being one Day in this ſad Condition, two Ca- 
puchins came to viſit her, who ſent for ſome crude 
Mercury, and hung it in a proper Box on her Sternum ; 
upon which her Symptoms vaniſh'd in a very little 
while ; and ſhe wore it eighteen Months without be- 
ing afflicted in the like Manner, but having loſt it, 
ſhe relapſed into the ſame Diſorder : "That ſhe cauſed 
more of the Medicine to be inclofed for her, which 
ſhe wore all the remaining Part of her Life, without 
any other Attack. | 

What Conſequence may be drawn from all this? If 
the mere Vapour of two or three Drams of Mercu- 
ry be alone ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh a Calm in the 
whole Economy, labouring under Symptoms as bad as 
thoſe of an Epilepſy, and is able to prevent their Re- 
turn; what may not be expected from the ſame Re- 
medy, taken in Subſtance, being mixed with gentle 
Purgatives, which encounter with, or evacuate no- 
thing but what is malignant, vicious, and ſuperfluous, 
without medling with the wholeſome Humours, which 
is Truth in Effect, notwithſtanding it may purge 

| more 


The Hoſpital Surgeon, 37 


more or leſs according to the Diſpoſition of the Sub- 
jects. Mercury fails not to communicate itſelf to the 
Chyle, the Blood, and finally to the Lymph, with 
which it aſſociates, and as 1 have already obſerv'd, 
accompanies it in all Parts of the Body whereunto it 
is convey'd ; and when it is arrived at the Pores of the 
Skin, its volatile Parts eſcape in a mercurial Perſpira- 
tion, and being darted againſt the ſurrounding Air, 
and meeting with the Vapour of that which 1s worn 
externally, they together form a Bulk capable of in- 
vironing the Body, and mundifying and clearing away 
whatſoever is vicious, malignant and epidemical in the 
Air which we touch and breathe : Thus is one Part of 
the Mercury which is taken at the Mouth, voided by 
Stool, another Part circulates with the Lymph, and 
the other is carried off by Perſpiration. 

The Stomach, according to ſome of the Ancients as 
well as Moderns, is the Seat of almoſt all Diſeaſes ; it 
is likewiſe this Organ which receives the Remedies 
deſigned for their Cure. 

When they are convey'd into this Part, they muſt of 
Neceſſity be mixed and confounded with Ferments, 
which, according to their Qualities, will render them 
either hurtful or uſeleſs, 

Be it as it will, this Mixture increaſed or diminiſhed, 
will always alter the Virtue of the Remedy, and fre- 
quently render its Effects bad or uncertain. 

This happens not with regard to Mercury; it receives 
no manner of Alteration in the Stomach, nothing is 
able to reſtrain or mix with it; its ſeparated volatile 
Particles unite with the Blood alone, changing neither 
their Form nor Nature. The Heat of the Body is not 
ſufficient to ſublime it; it continues to be what it was; 
and having made the Tour of the whole Microcoſm, 
in order to attack and deſtroy the moſt dangerous Ene- 
mies of it, it takes its Leave in the ſame Form it 
enter'd, excepting that Part of it which goes off by 
Perſpiration. | | 

All this is perform'd inſenſibly, without Tumult, 
Struggling or Pain, It breaks and diſſolves the thick 
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and viſcous Matters which it meets with in the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines, and deſtroys by its Percuſſion and 
the Motion of its round Particles, all the indigeſted 
Matters which are collected on the Membranes, and 
renders them fluid, and fit to be diſcharged : That 
which is mixed with the Blood, works the fame Effect 
in all Places to which the Lymph is convey'd ; it forces 
all the Obſtacles, and demoliſhes all the Banks which 
oppoſe the Current of the Liquors. | 

y its Figure it opens, diſſipates, dilates and diſcon- 
certs all unnatural Unions in the Body. 

Theſe diſſipated and broken Matters are all conduct- 
ed by a kind of Criſis, to the Emunctories of the Bo- 
dy : And this is the Manner in which I explain my 
Notions of the Actions of Mercury in the Stomach, 
Inteſtines and Liquors. 

It is certain that all the heterogene Matters which 
the Mercury has diſconcerted, ſhaken, diſlodged, and 
broken, do follow the Road and Motion of the Fluids. 

The more groſs and thick Parts are convey'd into 
the Inteſtines, as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. 

The more ſubtile Parts of theſe Matters are ſent to 
the excretory Glands ; and by the Rapidity of the Mo- 
tion which the Mercury has communicated to them, 
they can make no Stay there, but being blended with 
the volatile Parts of the Mercury, they go off by Per- 
ſpiration, and drag along with them whatſoever is vi- 
cious or foreign in the Glands. 

It is after this Manner that I have before accounted 
for the ſpeedy and ſurprizing Effects which this Re- 
medy did produce in Obſtructions of the Skin and cu- 
tancous Glands. 

All this is done by the Mercury which is in the Veſ- 
ſels, and accompanies the Motion of the Liquors : But 
as the nutricious Juice, deſign'd for the Nouriſhment 
of the Parts, muſt of Neceſſity expand itfelf every 
where; and that this Juice or Balm of the Blood mu 
be impregnated with Mercury, it cannot avoid ſtriking 
and rubbing againſt the Acids which are collected 15 
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the Pores of the Membranes, in Sciatica's, Rheuma- 
tiſms, and other Pains of the muſcular Parts. 

Mercury maſt therefore break off their Points, and 
by its Motion and Figure deſtroy them ; no other 
Thibg being capable of working the ſame Effect. 

Behold then how Mercury comes to be an Abſorbent 
and a Diſſolvent, Terms in common Uſe | 

It abſorbs, without loading itſelf with Acids, or any 
which other Subſtance ; and it dillelves, without having the 
leaſt Degree of Heat; is not this really a Matter of 
ſcon- Speculation ? 

A * Lord of the firſt Quality in our Court, equally 
duct- diſtinguiſh'd by his Merit, Birth and Employs, who 
Bo- does me the Honour of his Friendſhip, and was pleaſed 
to read over my Treatiſe on Mercury in Manuſcript, 
being a competent Judge of the Value of a Work, 
ſtarted to me a very judicious Objection, which gave 
Occaſion to the ſhort Diſcourſe which I am going to 
ſubjoin. 

ou aſſert, ſays he, that crude Mercury is commu- 
nicated to the Blood and Liquors ; and yet as ſoon as 
it gets into the Stomach, mix'd and incorporated with 
your Pills, they are difloly'd : The Mercury then 
uitting the Ingredients with which it was blended, all 
its divided Particles reunite and form a Globe, which 
cannot remain long in the Stomach, but paſling the 
} whe enters the Inteſtines, and is diſcharged by the 
nus; ſo that none of this Mercury can be communi- 
cated to the Liquors. 


ed I agree, replied I, that the Pills are ſoon diſſolv'd 
e- by the Humidity of the Stomach, and the warm Li- 
u- quor in which they are ſwallow'd : But then it muſt - 
likewiſe be taken into Conſideration, that the Mercury 
. is very minutely divided in the Pills; that during the 
it Time this Diſſolution is performing, the Degree of 
it Heat which is in the Stomach, is exactly ſufficient to 


clevate a Sort of little Cloud of the more volatile Par- 
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with-held them, and inſinuate themſelves with Eaſe 
and Speed into the Orifices of the lacteal Veins, whoſe 
Figure is exactly adapted to receive them; thus are 
they carried into the Blood, and accompany it in its 
Circulation. What makes me conjecture that this is 
Fact, is, that I have obſerved, that in Subjects where 
the Stomach is loaded with gelatinous and viſcous Mat- 
ters, which line its internal Membrane, and cloſe up 
the Orifices of the lacteal Veſſels ; theſe little Globules 
getting at Liberty during the Time of the Diſſolution, 
and not being able to enter the Veſſels, do ſtrike a- 
8 theſe Matters, divide, ſubtiliſe and looſen them: 

y this Shock and the Weight of the Matters which 
fall to the Bottom of the Stomach, a ſmall Vomiting is 
ſometimes excited, much to the Patient's Advantage ; 
but it is only the firſt Doſe which produces this Effect, 
and that very ſeldom. | 

Whether it be produced by theſe Matters or not, it 
is certain that the ſubtile Particles of Mercury are very 
quickly communicated to the Maſs of Blood. To be 
convinced of this, one need only to examine what it 
does in Tumours, Obſtructions, the Gravel, Gout, 
Sciatica, Rheumatiſm, &c. With what Expedition it 
operates in Diſeaſes of the Skin, and of all other Parts 
of the Body. 

To form a right Judgment of the Subtility of the 
volatile Particles of Mercury, we need only confides 
the Minuteneſs of the Ramifications of the ſanguinar 
and lymphatick Veſlels, into which it inſinuates itſelf, 
and mixes with thoſe Liquors. 

An Anatomiſt ſhew'd me ſeveral Membranes, ſome 
of which were as fine as a Spider's Web, whoſe Veſ- 
ſcls he had injected with fo great Art, that I was aſto- 
niſh'd at his Skill and Patience: By the Aſſiſtance of a 
Microſcope one might diſcern Millions of Veſſels with- 
in the Space of four Fingers Breadth, two hundred of 
which, if put together, would have been ſcarce ſo big 
as a- Hair. 


By this appears the Neceſſity of keeping the Hu- 
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tions, Impediments, and Obſtructions may be formed. 

It will occaſion no Surprize that I aſſert, that the 
ſubtile Particles of the pan penetrate into the 
Orifices and the Ramifications of the fineſt Tubes, if 
it ſhall be conſider'd, that Mercury inclos'd in a Quill 
ſeal'd up cloſe, will nevertheleſs perſpire and eſcape 
through the Pores of the Quill, which are utterly im- 
perceptible. 

The Ag. Hermetica ſhews the Subtility and Lightneſs 
of the volatile Particles of Mercury ; which although 
it be boiled ever ſo many Times in the Water, and 
the Water be impregnated with its ſubtile Particles, 
yet is its Weight not ſenſibly diminiſh'd. 

I have heard, tho' never made the Experiment, that 
if a Perſon keeps the End of his Finger on crude Mer- 
cury a good while together, holding in his Mouth, at 
the ſame time, a Piece of Gold; the Gold ſhall be 
tinged white, and that without any perceptible Diminu- 
tion of the Mercury. 

Theſe are Evidences of the prodigious Volatility of 
Mercury, and that nothing but Gold can arreſt its 
ſubtile Particles ; whether the Figure of the Pores of 
that Metal be diſpos'd to receiv'd it, which ſeems like- 
ly, or that there is a certain Analogy between theſe 
two Metals which conſtrains them to ſeek and be united 
with each other. It penetrates, with the like Eaſe, the 
cuticular Pores, inſinuating and communicating itſelf 
internally. It is notorious, and it falls out but too 
often, that mercurial Applications, whether by Way 
of Unguents or Plaiſters, deſign'd for the Diſſolutions 
of Tumours, tho? in ſmall Quantities, do raiſe Sali- 
vations, to the Surprize of the Practitioner, who will 
be ſure for the future to make uſe of them with greater 
Caution than before. 

It may be objected to me, that Mercury worn a- 
bout one ſhould, for the ſame Reaſon, produce the 
ſame Effect, and eſpecially ſince ſo ſubtile a Vapour is 
capable of penetrating with great Facility. | 

It is true that it penetrates, that it renders the 
Lymph more ſubtile and fluid, and by conſequence 
. occalions 
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occaſions the Perſon to ſpit more eaſily and more copi- 
ouſly : I have ſeen the Effect of it in myſelf and others; 
but this Evacuation is beneficial and falutary, and cannot 
be called a Salivation. 

This ſimple Vapour has neither Subſtance nor Force 
ſufficient to oppoſe the Courſe of the Blood: It can- 
not make Reſiſtance enough to ſtop the Currents of 
the Liquors, and finally to ſublime them to the upper 
Parts: It is a kind of ſubtile Fume, which gives way 
without Reſiſtance, which penetrates the Liquors with- 
out Struggle, which unites with them, and follows 
their natural Motion, and which finally can never pro- 
duce any noxious Effect. 

On the contrary, when it is applied externally in 
Unguents or Plaiſters, it is admitted through the Pores 
into the Veſſel in Subſtance; and is then capable of 
oppoſing the natural Courſe of the Fluids, as far as 
it extends; which in ſome Subjects is ſufficient to 
excite a Sublimation and a real Salivation; and this we 
tec does frequently happen. 

All theſe Things ſuppoſe a Commerce between the 
ſubtile Matter of the firſt Element, and the Mercury: 
I only touch upon this Article, becauſe it is beſide my 
Subject. | 

It may be ſaid, that the Elevation of the volatile 
Particles of Mercury, which I ſuppoſe to be made in 
the Stomach, is a Sublimation; and yet I have ſaid 
that it cannot be ſublimed in the Body, when taken at 
the Mouth: Here ſeems to be a Contradiction, 

The Obſervations which I have made on Mercury, 
on its Action, and on its Effects, when taken at the 
Mouth, could never perſuade me, that it could be ſo 
far ſublimed as to riſe up to the Head, which I call a 
real Sublimation; except in a few very particular Caſes; 
for Example, that of Me. Reſſent. 

I only believe that its volatile Particles may in the 
Stomach be elevated ſo far in the Diſſolution of the 
Pills, as to mix with that admirable Cream which re- 
ſults from Digeſtion, I mean the Chyle, ſo that they 


paſs into the Lacteals together: The Capacity of the 
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Stomach, its Heat and Ferments, together with the 
ſubtile Liquors which it aſſociates ſympathetically, fa- 
vour this Manner of Action. 

When it enters theſe ſmall Veins, it purſues the 
Courſe of the Liquors which they have ſuck'd in: It is 
then no longer ſuſceptible of Sublimation, being mix- 
ed with a Fluid which is to it as a Vehicle. 

This Objection has occaſion'd all theſe Remarks, 
which have carried me a little from my Subject. 

The Crifis excited by Frictions, which is made by 
the Mouth, cannot be perform'd without doing a Vio- 
lence to Nature : It is ſhameful, odious, painful and 
dangerous: It demands the moſt diligent Attendance 
and Precaution. To procure the defired Benefit from 
a Salivation, it muſt be carried to Exceſs, and the Pa- 
tient muſt be reduced to the laſt Extremity. If he is 
weak, you muſt curb his Flux, and in thus favouring 
him, your End is loſt. All that you have done, and 
he has undergone, will ſerve only to make the Diſeaſe 
more rebellious, and difficult to be rooted out. | 

Theſe imperfect Cures add Strength and Vigour to 
the Virus, the Patient becomes diſheartned, and will 
not run the Riſque of expoſing himſelf a ſecond Time 
to the Uncertainty and Danger of ſuch a Method; and 
ſhould the Flux be carried to ſuch a Pitch as is requi- 
fite to exterminate the Diſeaſe, he is then in the ut- 
moſt Peril of ſinking under it. 

It is a Prophanation of the Mouth, to ſubject it to 
a Function ſo diſagreeable, ſo baſe, and, in a Word, 
ſo unworthy of it. 

It ſhould ſeem to me more conformable to Reaſon 
and Nature, to chuſe out in its ſtead an Emunctory 
which Nature has deſign'd for the moſt vile and abject 
Offices. 

The Inteſtines and Anus have ever been accuſtomed 
to carry off the Filth of the Body : Reaſon points out 
the ſame Road to me when I undertake the Cure of ve- 
nereal Diſorders with my Mercury, as likewiſe of all 
other Maladies which ariſe from Acids, the Number of 
which is very conſiderable, 4 
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This Mercury being mixed with Purgatives, the 
whole is determined downwards by Stool; it being taken 
at repeated Intervals, the former Doſes are Preparatives 
to thoſe which ſucceed ; they begin to effect a Diſſolu- 
tion and Fluidity of the Humours, and the ſubſequent 
ones do with Eaſe procure themſelves to be evacuated, 
and that conſtantly in the moſt ſalutary and gentle 
manner. 

Thus is a kind of Flux by the Anus obtain'd, which 
may be prolonged at Pleaſure, and I have many Reaſons 
to believe it preferable to the other. F 

It will be found extremely commodious for ſuch Per- 
ſons, as deſire a Cure to be wrought in the utmoſt Pri- 
vacy, without Confinement to Bed or Chamber, or 
Reſtriction from their uſual way of living: It will an- 
ſwer all theſe Ends, and the Cure will be effected with- 
out the leaſt Danger, in a gentle and eaſy manner. 

The evil Preparations of Mercury, uſually given at 
the Mouth, and the ſmall Advantage accruing from 
them, have brought Salivations into V ogue: 'Thoſe who 
have been cured by this Method, have ſet forth the 
Excellency of this Remedy; thoſe who have dy'd under 
it could tell no Tales; thoſe who have eſcaped a Cure, 
have thought proper to decry it, believing that their 
Diſorder was above the Reach of Mercury. And in- 
deed the different Opinion of Phyſicians concerning its 
Virtues, Nature and Uſe, have given Birth to a Multi- 
tude of Doubts, and all this for want of knowing it 
rightly. 

Some praiſe, and others condemn it: One is for 
given it crude, another looks upon it as a Poiſon when 
unprepar'd. It has been diſguifed under a Multitude 
of Forms, yet when you take away its Figure and Mo- 


.tion, you rob it of its Force and Virtue. 


When taken at the Mouth, in the Manner I give 
it, it drives out the Impurities of the Body, by the 
ſame way that the natural Filth paſſes every Day of our 
Lives. | | | 

The Inteſtines, to anſwer theſe Ends without Pain, 
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a Mucilage, which defends them from being ſtimulated 
by the acid, bilious, and corroſive Matters which paſs 
through them in order to be diſcharged. And for this 
Reaſon it is, that the venereal Virus, when it takes this 
Road, produces no miſchieyous Conſequences. 

- I ſhall doubtleſs be told, that the Bulk of mercurial 
Vapour which I ſuppoſe to inviron the Body, mixing 
with the Air we breathe, muſt of Neceſſity, in Reſpira- 
tion, enter into the Lungs. 

This is indiſputably certain and inevitable; but it 
will there perform the Part of a Remedy, and a Preſer- 
vative againſt Corruption; will render the Reſpiration 
eaſy, by dividing and making fluid whatever was tena- 
cious in the Lungs; and may be of good Service in 
Aſthma's and Shortneſs of Breath, as I have often ex- 
perienced, tho* the Effect will be much promoted by 
the internal Uſe of it. If it ſhould happen, which it 
very rarely does, that the Workers in mercurial Mines 
ſhould be ſomewhat incommoded, it ſhould be conſi- 
der'd that they do their Buſineſs under Ground, where 
the Air is extremely loaded with volatile Mercury, and 
that they breathe, in a Manner, nothing but Mercury ; 
that they ſpend their Days there, and that it is nothing elſe 
but the immenſe Quantity which produces the Harm : 
Beſides, great Numbers continue their whole Lives in 
thoſe Places without receiving the leaſt Damage. 

Thoſe who have no ill Apprehenſions of Mercury, 
but with regard to the Salivation which it raiſes, may 
lay that Fear aſide when they take it as it ought to be 
prepar'd ; it being bridled and reſtrained from playing 
any ſuch Pranks, and may be taken for a Year toge- 
ther with the utmoſt Safety, as the Multitude of Cures 
which I have perform'd with it do teſtify. 

Therefore having from infinite Experience been con- 
vinced of its good Effects, and reflecting ſeriouſly on the 
Matter, I contrived a Syſtem, by which I explain'd to 
myſelf the Manner how theſe Conſequences were brought 
about. 

And finally, I reſted in this Opinion, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, that the whole Force and Virtue of Mercury 
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conſiſts in its Volatility, its Figure, and its Motion : 
Whether I have determined juſtly upon the Matter or 
no, let Mercury act after this Manner, or any other, 
as different as you can imagine, it is full Satisfaction to 
me, that I have been able to convince the avowed 
Enemies of Mercury, of its Goodneſs, Uſe and Vir- 
tues. | | 

If my Notions are wrong, the whole Blame refts upon 
myſelf, for I have borrowed none of them from any 
Author: If any one ever wrote of Mercury in the 
Manner which I have done, his Book never came to 
my Knowledge. Experience has been my Maſter, my 
Director, and my Guide, as well in this, as in all that 
I have hitherto, at any Time, communicated to the 
Publick. 

I am apt to believe that no Perſon before me, ever 
made Uſe of it for ſo long a Time, and on ſo many 
different Occaſions; and upon the whole, I cannot but 
think, that if ſuch a Thing as an univerſal Medicine 


be at all to be obtain'd, it muſt be from Mercury. 


The Difference of Climates (for I have ſent it to 
very remote Parts) of Seaſons, of Temperaments, of 
Ages, of Sexes, of Difeaſes internal or external, varies 
not the Efficacy of this Remedy: It produces ſometimes 
a little ſooner, ſometimes a little later, ſuch Conſe- 
quences as are ever ſalutary. This ſeems ſomewhat to 
favour the Opinion of thoſe who believe that all Diſ- 
eaſes incident to Mankind, are produced from one 
Cauſe : If this Opinion be juſt, then one Remedy may 
cure them all. 

The different Effects, and the different Diſeaſes which 
this firſt Cauſe or Ferment produces in us, may depend 
intirely on the different Diſpoſitions which it meets 
with in the Subjects; itſelf being ever the ſame, tho' 
under a Diſguiſe or Maſque. 

Many Things concur to make this Difference in the 


— Temperaments: The Influences which predominate at 


the Time of Conception or Birth, Climates, Air, and 
Food, do all determine the Inclination, the Diſpoſition, 
the Strength, the Weakneſs, the Virtues, the Vices, 

and 
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and the different Qualities of the Blood and Humours. 

There are Diſeaſes that are hereditary ; there are 
ſome that are peculiar to certain Countries, to the 
Land, to the Sea, to Youth, to Age, which have their 
Singularities: There are Diforders which are con- 
tracted by a wrong Uſe of natural Things, too much 
or too little Exerciſe, and being accuſtomed to certain 
Liquors, 

About twenty four Years ago I was commiffioned by 
my Royal Miſtreſs to viſit M. Je Marquis de Luce, her 
Gentleman of the Horſe, at Milan, who was danger- 
ouſly wounded : The Weather being at that Time ex- 
ceeding hot, I drank to quench my Thirſt for eight 
Days together, a certain black Wine of that Country, 
which being new and crude, it form'd an Acid in m 
Blood, which in fourteen or fifteen Days render'd the 
Lymph ſo thick and ſizy, that the tartareous Parts of 
the Blood, being of a fandy Nature, were ſo concreted 
and united. thereby, as to form little Stones, which I 
believed would prove fatal to me. I got quite rid of 
this Complaint by crude Mercury, all other Remedies 
proving ineffectual. 

This Sketch of a Theory, which Mereury gave me 
occaſion to offer, (its volatile Particles having elevated 
me quite above my Sphere) gives me a Suſpicion, that 
beſides the univerſal Ferment, which I believe is almoſt 
as old as the World itſelf, there is another particular 
Ferment produced from the Mixture of ſeveral Seeds, 
which having been fermented together, gave riſe to a 
vicious and contagious Venom, which no Time will be 
able to deſtroy, and whoſe Impreſſions are communi- 
cated from Generation to Generation. 

'The Ancients had not the leaſt Notion of fuch a Fer- 
ment. It eſcaped the Sagacity even of the great Hippe- 
crates; tho* the Leproſy, ſo common in his Days, was 
of this Production, being according to ſeveral Authors, 
no other than an inveterate Pox. 

As the Seed was firſt infected with this Virus, ſome 
are of Opinion that the ill Impreſſion which it once re- 
ceiv'd, can never be entirely effaced, but that it will 

deſcend 
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deſcend to Poſterity for ever; that it multiplies more or 
leſs according to the Diſpoſition of Subjects; that it is 
capable of being communicated to either Sex a Multi- 
tude of Ways, without the Violation of Chaſtity : That 
it is difficult to meet with a Family which have not de- 
rived from their Anceſtors ſome Sparks of this Evil, 
which is grown very common fince Mothers have left 
off ſuckling their own Children; that this Leaven which 
lies diſguis'd under a great Variety of Forms, and ſo 
frequently puzzles the Phyſician in his Judgment and 
Prognoſticks, may lye quiet, and be worn out in all 
Appearance, but that its coagulative Subſtance always 
remains; that it may ſpare the Father, and afflict the 
Son or Grand-ſon ; that it may be detach'd to the glan- 
dular Parts, and continue there a long Time in Re- 
poſe ; that certain Difpoſitions may rouſe, exalt, and 
put it in Motion, ſo that it ſhall re-enter the circulating 
Fluids, and be depoſited upon certain Parts, producing 
Gouts in the Joints, Rheumatiſms in the muſcular 
Parts, Gravel in the Kidneys, Scrophula's in the Glands, 
Cancers in the Breaſt, Obſtructions in the Viſcera, 
Scurfs, Itch, Ulcers, Leproſies, &c. The far greater 
Part of which Diſeaſes are the real Poſterity of the Pox. 

In ſuch a Conjecture, a judicious Phyſician will find 
it no eaſy. Taſk to propoſe to his Patient the Uſe of a 
Remedy which implies ſo ignominious a Diſeaſe, when 
he is well aſſur'd that it cannot be the Fruit of his own 
Debauches: The very mention of Mercury, which 
alone is able to vanquiſh theſe Hydra's, will carry a 
Horror along with it: And thus is he deprived of a 
certain Relief, and muſt be content to put up with a 
mere palliative Cure, | 

Thus do a great Number of afflicted Perſons languiſh 
out a tedious Length between Diſeaſes and Remedies, 
and become incurable in the End. 

Experience authoriſes ſuch a Manner of Reaſoning, 
and at the fame Time ſhews, that Mercury being, be- 
yond all Contradiction, a ſpecific Remedy in the Cure 
of the Pox, it muſt likewiſe remove all other Complaints 
that depend upon the ſame Cauſe ; and if the _ 4 

u 


alone that has Power ſufficient to do it: A great Num- 
ber of Remedies may reſtrain and palliate the Symptoms, 
and procure a Truce, but nothing but Mercury will 
eradicate the Principle from which they ariſe. 

What is ſurprizing in the crude Mercury, which I 
give by the Mouth, is, that the Gentleneſs with which 
it acts, ſeems inconſiſtent with the prodigious, arg 42 
and ſpeedy Effects which it produces; and that with- 
out the leaſt unlucky Accident, as I can ſincerely aver, 
from above three and forty Years Uſe of it. "The like 
cannot be affirmed of any other Medicine. 

The more the Patient takes of it, the more will he 
find himſelf to advance in Strength, and a good Plight 
of Body. | 

The Thing will appear very poſſible, upon an unpre- 
judiced Conſideration, that the Mercury, as I have be- 
fore ſhewn, inſinuates itſelf very ſpeedily into the Li- 
quors, and renders the Blood more ſoft, more fluid, 
and more fit to be carried and convey'd into the fineſt 
Veilels, at ever ſo great a Diſtance, by the way of 
Circulation, in order to communicate Nouriſhment to 
the ſeveral Parts of the Body ; that it deſtroys without 
Diſpute, all Obſtructions and Obſtacles ; that it opens 
the Tubes, and the depuratory Canals ; that it facili- 
tates and forwards the menſtrual Diſcharge in Women; 
that it removes every Thing that might hinder the Di- 
{tribution of the nutricious Juice, and the natural Courſe 
of the Spirits and Fluids ; that it ruins and abſorbs the 
Acids which occaſion Leanneſs, and are the Founda- 
tion of a great Number of Infirmities; and that it brings 
about the Evacuation of every Thing that is heteroge- 
neous and vicious, without medling with any Thing 
that is good or neceſſary. 

All theſe Things ſhew, that crude Mercury, uſed in 
my Manner, does no ways weaken, but {ſtrengthens 
and fattens. | 

Theſe are my Notions of the mechanical Action of 
Mercury on vicious * of what Nature ſoever 
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they be; that it may be adminiſtred without Danger 
in the moſt conſiderable and defperate Caſes, as well 
as in the moſt ſimple. For Example. The Apoplexy 
and Palſy being produced from a too thick Blood, and 
from viſcous Humours ſettling in the Brain, the Mer- 
cury reſtoring to the Blood its native Fluidity, and 
deſtroying the Viſcoſities, a free Circulation of the Li- 
quors and Spirits muſt enſue 3 for by removing the Ob- 
ſtructions, the eſſential Cauſe of thefe Difcates is re- 
mov'd. A Cataract is cauſed by a foreign Matter coa- 
gulated by Degrees between the chryſtalline Humour, 
and the Uvea, or by a Thickneſs of the Liquors which 
circulate in the Chryſtalline, clofing up at laft the Aper- 
ture of the Pupil. 

There is no doubt but this Diſſolvent would diffipate 
ſuch a Coagulation, if it were apply'd in Time. 

A Gutta ſerena is no other than an Obſtruction in the 
Optick Nerve, caufed by Subſtance of the ſame Na- 
ture ; the ſame Remedy would in all likelihood be at- 
tended with Succeſs. | 

In ſhort, all Parts of the Body, ſound or unſound, 
without Exception, are equally penetrated by Mereury 
in healthful Perſons: In them it acts the Part of a 
Friend and Benefactor; and to diſeaſed Perfons, it is a 
Reſtorer, a Redeemer, and a Corrector of the Cauſes 
of their Complaints. 

What renders it extremely agreeable, is, that durin 
its Uſe, the Patient enjoys a perfect Tranquility — 
Calm; it acts without occaſioning any Conflict or 
Diſguſt. 

his ſhould-make it ſeem probable, that it is pleaſing 
and delightful to Nature; fince by its Means the is de- 
livered from that which oppreſſes her; without ſuffer- 
ing any Alteration or Diſorder in her uſual Functions. 

There can be no greater Proof than this, that Na- 
ture is an Enemy to Violence ; of which I have endea- 
vour'd to convince all young Surgeons in my former 
Work, treating of the Cure, of Pounds. All theſe 
Concluſions and ſurprizing Operations are wrought with- 
out Force, without Violence, and without Noiſe ; ſhe 

ſubdues 
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ſubdues every Thing without putting herſelf in a Hurry; 
ſhe nouriſhes all Things, produces all Things, preſerves 
all Things, increaſes all Things, without ſubjeCting her 
Actions to our View. The prudent Phyſician ſhould fol- 
low her Conduct, and imitate her in the Cure of Diſeaſes. 

T have ſeen ſuch a Method of Practice purſued, with 
an infinite deal of Satisfaction, by the learned and judi- 
cious M. Cicognini, Counſellor and firſt Phyſician to 
her Royal Highneſs. I am beholden to his Merit and 
to Truth, for this authentick Declaration, having been 
an Eye-witneſs to his Treatment of ſeveral Patients, 
whom he cured without giving them any Medicine, 
by obſerving with great Judgment the Motions of Na- 
ture, as ſhe acted alone of herſelf, when ſhe was ſo in- 
clined or able; and lending her his Aſſiſtance when 
ſhe ſtood in need of it. This is performing the Part of 
a Phyſician to the utmoſt Perfection. 

This Treatiſe, I am ſenſible of it, will ſeem te- 
dious : My Subject has carried me beyond what I in- 
tended ; I think, however, that there is nothing in it 
from which ſome Advantage. may not be drawn, I 
have fallen into Repetitions through the Weakneſs of 
my Capacity, and the Connexion of the Proofs, Rea- 
ſons, and Caſes which I have expatiated upon ; endea- 
vouring to ſupport a Fact which I believed to be en- 

tirely new, without any Manner of Aſſiſtance from 
Greek or Latin. | 

I was ſenſible enough that I ſhould meet with Op- 

ition, either from f. 

erſons enough in the World who are {worn Enemies 
to Novelties,. and who, to ſave themſelves the Fatigue 
of exerciſing their Wits, are reſolved peaceably, blindly 
and ſupinely to tread in the Paths of Antiquity, right 
or wrong, to applaud whatever has been handed down 


of old, and to condemn without Appeal, every Thing 


that is not of that Stamp. 2 
How, ſay they, can a poor Practitioner, without 


Learning or Education, have the Aſſurance to patro- 
nize a Remedy which the moſt famous Authors have 


rejected? The famous Fernelius rejected it becauſe he 
| E 2 knew 


nvy or Prejudice, there being 
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knew nothing of it: What precipitate Raſhneſs was this! 

Well, ſay they, Phyſick and Surgery have for ſeve- 
ral Centuries been in Poſſeſſion of a great many excel- 
lent Remedies: Muſt theſe be given up a Sacrifice to 
Mercury, and that upon the Credit of ſome Cures 
which Chance had the greateſt Share in ? Becauſe his 
former Work, wherein he attacks the venerable Ora- 
cles of Antiquity, was ſuffered to go unpuniſh'd, does 
he imagine that This ſhall eſcape without being ſifted, 
cenſured, and exploded ? Tho' the Rage of ſuch an 
Outcry may be thought ſufficient to demoliſh both 
the Author and his Syſtem, yet it gives me no very 
terrible Apprehenſions: I allow that Faults deſerving 
enough of Cenſure, and likewiſe faulty Expreſſions, 
may be pick'd out of this Treatiſe, which I did not de- 
ſign for a Piece of Eloquence: Beſides, the fineſt 
Pictures have their Shadows. 

I am however in Hopes, that the Force of Truth, 
and the Reflections which Men of Reaſon ſhall make 
upon this Subject, will be ſufficient to juſtify me, and 
protect this "Treatiſe of Mercury, eſpecially ſince it is 
the Reſult of above three and forty Years Experience ; 
that a little Time anda little Patience will make it tri- 
umph over its Enemies; and that this Remedy will, 
ſome time or other, have the Preference beyond al- 
moſt all the Remedies that are in Uſe, for the Good 
and Benefit of Mankind. 

When a Man is arriv'd at 70 Years of Age, every 
Day of his Life may be regarded as critical, and every 
Year as climacterical; it ſhould therefore ſeem to be- 
hove me to keep my Preparation and Compoſition of 
Mercury no longer a Szcret; eſpecially, ſince in my 
former Work I gave the World a kind of Promiſe that I 
would communicate it one Day or other. That Day is 
not yet come: The Rigour of the Times, and the 
conſiderable Loſſes I have ſuſtain'd in my own Country, 
have been the Means of poſtponing it. 

My Family may find a comfortable Subſiſtence from 
it, and it may be as a kind of Recompence to them 
for bcing depriv'd of the Benefit of my Labours for 
* many 
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© him here; having not Power to expreſs the great 
Obligations I owe him, He. 


The Encomiums which M. Mancheti gives of this 
Remedy cannot be ſuſpected: He is a very ſkilful and 
judicious Phyſician, and he could not be ſilent about | 
the good Effects which this Mercury wrought on his 43 
Brother, who by Means of it was entirely freed from | 
a dangerous Diſeaſe, as likewiſe upon himſelf, who in 
another Letter of February 24, ſeems to flatter himſelf 
that he ſhall no more be troubled with the Gout, 
which afflicted him ſo much before, and kept him 
confin'd to his Chamber for Months together ; adding, 
that ſince he began to make uſe of my Medicine, he 
has had only one ſmall Fit, which laſted him but one 
Day ; and that he ſhould be glad to know if this Re- 
medy may be employ'd in a large, hard, and inveterate 
ſcirrhous Tumour. 

I return'd him Anſwer forthwith, that he might 
boldly venture upon the Uſe of it, not only in this, 
but in all other 'Tumours ; that within a Month paſt, 
I had under my Care a Gentleman of Diſtinction, well 
known to M. Cicognint, who had a very bad Sarcocele, 
accompanied with a Hardneſs of the whole Tongue, yet 
both theſe Complaints were cured with great Expedi- 
tion, without any other Remedy; that M. Bouillon, 
Profeſſor-Royal in our Univerſity, had ſent him to me; 
and that the ſame very learned Phyſician had long fince 
made Tryal of it in other very difficult Caſes, to his en- 
tire Satisfaction, 

Having had no Opportunity of ſaying any Thing 
about a Polypus in this Treatiſe ; and theſe Letters from 
Rome having been ſent after I had finiſh'd it, I thought 
it would not be amiſs to ſubjoin ſomething concern- 
ing the Cure of Dr. Mancheti's Brother; becauſe I 
think I have luckily fallen upon ſomething which I 
may call a new Diſcovery. | 

The Polypus, is an Excreſcence of Fleſh, which takes 
its Name from its Figure : it reſembling a Fiſh that » 
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fo call'd. It is engender'd from an acrid, tenacious, 
viſcous Blood, which circulates very ſlowly z this gives 
occaſion to the acrid and acid Humours to excoriate 
the Orifices of certain Veſſels, and at the ſame time, 
to thicken the nutritious Juice which flows for the Suſte- 
nance of the Parts, and mixing with the other viſcous 
Liquors, forms Excreſcences, which take Root where 
the Excoriations began, and which take the Figure of 
the Places or Cavities in which they are formed : In 
the Heart, the Veſſels, and the Noſe, they are long, 
rounded or flat; and in the Scrotum they conſtitute a 
round Maſs which is called Sarcocele. Thus theſe Ma- 
ladies, though they go under different Names, are all 
of one and the ſame Nature. 

Experience having convinced me, on a Multitude of 
Occaſions, that my Mercury cures theſe Sarcocele's, the 
ſame Remedy muſt likewiſe cure the Polypus, where- 


ſoever it be. 
It is not difficult to conceive how this ſhould be : 


It deftroys the acid and acrid Humours, and renders 
them fluid: Their Thickneſs is the efficient Cauſe of 
theſe Difeaſes ; and the Cauſe being remov*'d, the Symp- 
toms ceaſe. 

It liquifies and reſolves all unnatural Unions; by 
the former of which Propertics it hinders the Progreſs 
of a Diſeaſe, which might otherwiſe increaſe, and oc- 
caſion the Perſon's Death; and by the latter it deſtroys 
the Tumour, and acts upon the Excreſcence, as it 
does on Scirrhus's, glandular Tumours, and Obſtruc- 
tions, 
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Infirmities, which their Manner of Living, either in 
Lazineſs, or in Fatigue and Miſery, has brought upon 
them, who paſs for incurable, and are really fo at 
laſt, for want of uſing the only Remedy which is 
capable of curing them ſpeedily, and with ſmall Ex- 


nce. 

Crude Mercury taken at the Mouth, would clear 
the Hoſpitals of them all, and re-eſtabliſh Numbers of 
ſiothful Vagabonds in a Condition to work; who under 
a Pretext of certain Maladies, which they induſtri- 
ouſly cheriſh and prolong till they become contagious, 
infect whole Cities and Countries, and extort Alma, 
which they apply to evil Uſcs. 
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